
 

RE Curriculum  
Reception – Year 6 

 

 



 
Overview of RE Content 

 Aut1 8 weeks Aut2 7 weeks Spr1 6 weeks Spr2 6 weeks Sum1 6 weeks Sum2 6 weeks 
R  Why do Christians give 

gifts at Christmas?  
 Special places 

(Christianity and Islam) 
  

Y1 PSHE Our Wonderful World 
(All 4 religions) 6 weeks 

PSHE What did Jesus teach 
us? 6 weeks 

PSHE What do 
Muslims 
celebrate 6 
weeks 

Y2 PSHE Christmas Celebration 5 
weeks 

PSHE Christian Rites of 
passage 5 weeks 

PSHE Who is Buddha? 

Y3 PSHE How and why do 
Hindus celebrate 
Diwali? 5 weeks 

PSHE Jewish Celebrations 6 
weeks 

PSHE What is the 
Bible and why is 
it important for 
Christians? 6 
weeks 

Y4 PSHE Christmas Journeys 5 
weeks 

PSHE Why is Easter important 
to Christians? 6 weeks 

PSHE 
 

Islamic Rites of 
passage 5 weeks 

Y5 PSHE Where did the Christian 
Bible come from? 5 
weeks 
 

PSHE Jewish Worship and 
Community 5 weeks 

PSHE Stories of 
Christianity 6 
weeks 

Y6 PSHE Stories of Hinduism 5 
weeks 
How do people express 
their faith through the 
arts? (Christianity and 
Islam) 2 weeks 
 

PSHE What is the Quran and 
why is it important to 
Muslims? 6 weeks 

What happens 
when we die? 
(Christianity and 
Islam) 5 weeks 

PSHE 

Christianity 
Islam 
Judaism 



Hinduism 
Sikhism 
Buddhism 
 
Possible extra units or swap 
Year 5 - Why is Muhammad important to Muslims- The Quran 5 weeks 
 
The Aims of the Oldham Agreed Syllabus for RE 

1. Make sense of a range of religious and non-religious beliefs, so that they can: 

● identify, describe, explain and analyse beliefs and concepts in the context of living religions, using appropriate vocabulary; 
● explain how and why these beliefs are understood in different ways, by individuals and within communities; 
● recognise how and why sources of authority (e.g. texts, teachings, traditions, leaders) are used, expressed and interpreted in different 

ways, developing skills of interpretation . 

2. Understand the impact and significance of religious and non-religious beliefs, so that they can: 

● examine and explain how and why people express their beliefs in diverse ways; 
● recognise and account for ways in which people put their beliefs into action in diverse ways, in their everyday lives, within their 

communities and in the wider world; 
● appreciate and appraise the significance of different ways of life and ways of expressing meaning. 

3. Make connections between religious and non-religious beliefs, concepts, practices and ideas studied, so that they can: 

● evaluate, reflect on and enquire into key concepts and questions studied, responding thoughtfully and creatively, giving good reasons 
for their responses; 

● challenge the ideas they study, and consider how these ideas might challenge their own thinking, articulating beliefs, values and 
commitments clearly in response; 

● discern possible connections between the ideas studied and their own ways of understanding the world, expressing their critical 
responses and personal reflections with increasing clarity and understanding. 

 

 



 

 
Reception 

Term: YR T1 Topic Title:  
Objectives  Key Knowledge and Vocabulary 
 N/A 
Term: YR T2 Topic Title: Why do Christians give gifts at Christmas? 
Objectives  Key Knowledge and Vocabulary 
To discuss their experiences of giving 
and receiving presents. 
 
To find out about the story of Jesus’ 
birth. 
To think about a gift a Christian might 
give to baby Jesus. 
 
To think about presents that can be 
given that you can’t see. 
 
To explore the Christian belief that 
Jesus is God’s gift to the world. 
 

Presents 
Know that a present is something that you give to someone or receive from someone - it is also 
called a gift. 
Know that people give presents on birthdays, Christmas, Eid, weddings, anniversaries, when babies 
are born and other celebrations 
Know that sometimes presents can be special because they are something you really wanted or 
something you love, or because they were given to you by someone who is important to 
you. 
Know that presents can be things you can’t see including a hug, a kind word, friendship or help. 
Know that Christians give gifts at Christmas because it reminds them of the time that Jesus was born 
on Christmas day over 2000 years ago.   
 
The Nativity 
Know the following story and related vocabulary - 
 
Two thousand years ago in a town called Nazareth there lived a woman called Mary. Mary was 
engaged to be married to a carpenter called Joseph. 
One day, an angel came to Mary and told her that she had been chosen by God to have a special 
baby. The baby would be God’s son and he would be called Jesus. 



When it was nearly time for Mary to have her baby, Mary and Joseph had to travel a long way to the 
town of Bethlehem. This was because they had to be counted for the census and pay a special tax. 
They set off on the long journey to Bethlehem on a donkey. 
When Mary and Joseph got to Bethlehem, there was nowhere for them to stay as the town was so 
busy. Finally, they found an innkeeper who said they could stay in his stable with the animals. The 
time had come for the baby to arrive. He was born in the stable and laid in a manger. 
Meanwhile, three shepherds were watching their sheep when an angel appeared to them and told 
them that the Son of God had been born and they would find him in Bethlehem. 
The shepherds hurried to Bethlehem to see the special baby. 
They found Mary, Joseph and baby Jesus in the stable. Mary had wrapped the baby in strips of cloth. 
They worshipped him and gave thanks to God. 
Three wise men from the East had also heard about this special baby. They saw a bright star in the 
sky and knew that if they followed the star they would find the new born king who was the Son of 
God. 
They followed the star and reached baby Jesus in the stable. They bought him precious gifts of gold, 
frankincense and myrrh. 
When King Herod heard that a special baby had been born who would be the king of kings, he got 
very angry. He ordered all the baby boys to be killed so Mary and Joseph took Jesus away to Egypt 
where he would be safe. 
 
Study the two works of art below and identify the angels, the animals, Jesus, Mary 



 
Giotto di Bondone, Nativity Scene in the Lower Church of San Francesco d’Assisi (1304 und 1306) 

 

 
The Adoration of the Magi, 1423, Gentile da Fabriano 
 



Know that Christians believe that Jesus is the Son of God and that God gave Jesus as a gift to the 
world. Jesus brought hope to the world. Jesus showed people how to behave, how to love each 
other and live in peace. This brought joy to the world 
 
Know that God is the name given to the spirit or being who is worshipped as the creator and ruler of 
the world, especially by Jews, Christians, and Muslims.  Know that different people have different 
ideas about God and that some people do not believe there is a God. 
 
Listen to carol singers sing In The Bleak Midwinter which describes the story of the Nativity (text 
written by Christina Rosetti and music by Gustav Holst). In particular, study the final verse -  
 
In The Bleak Midwinter 

In the bleak midwinter, frosty wind made moan, 
Earth stood hard as iron, water like a stone; 
Snow had fallen, snow on snow, snow on snow, 
In the bleak midwinter, long ago. 
 
Our God, Heaven cannot hold Him, nor earth sustain; 
Heaven and earth shall flee away when He comes to reign. 
In the bleak midwinter a stable place sufficed 
The Lord God Almighty, Jesus Christ. 
 
Enough for Him, whom cherubim, worship night and day, 
Breast full of milk, and a manger full of hay; 
Enough for Him, whom angels fall before, 
The ox and ass and camel which adore. 
 
Angels and archangels may have gathered there, 
Cherubim and seraphim thronged the air; 
But His mother only, in her maiden bliss, 



Worshipped the beloved with a kiss. 
 
What can I give Him, poor as I am? 
If I were a shepherd, I would bring a lamb; 
If I were a Wise Man, I would do my part; 
Yet what I can I give Him: give my heart. 

 
 
Links to Y2 T2 and Y4 T2 
 
Use knowledge of this story to act out during continuous provision with puppets/small world 
 
End of unit outcome:  Retell the Christmas story orally 
 

Term: YR T3 Topic Title:   
Objectives  Key Knowledge and Vocabulary 
 N/A 
Term: YR T4 Topic Title: Special places 
Objectives  Key Knowledge and Vocabulary 
To discuss what places are special to 
them. 
To know which places are special near 
us? 
To know where a special place for 
Christians is to go and why it is 
special? 
To know where a special place for 
Muslims is to go and why it is special? 

Context of study 
This is the first time that pupils will begin to learn about places of worship. This thread continues 
throughout the curriculum up to Year 6. 
 
Special Places 
Know that some buildings are special to people as they are places where they can worship God. 
Know that different people believe different things - some people are Muslims, some are Christians, 
some are Hindus. 
Know how to contribute to a group discussion on special places 
 
The Church 
Know that a Christian’s place of worship is called a church.  Know that the building by school is 
Corpus Christi Church. 
Know that people often pray inside their places of worship 



Know that praying is a time of quiet thinking about your beliefs and a way of feeling close to god. 
Know that churches can look different from each other (use a range of pictures including the ones 
below) 
Know that common external features include churchyard, gravestones, spire, cross, porch, trees, 
large decorated windows (additional background information here) 
 
Image removed                                           Image removed 
Corpus Christi Church, Chadderton        St Matthew’s Church, Chadderton 
 
Know that people attend churches for different reasons- to pray, to get married, to be baptised 
Know that people who love each other get married in a special ceremony called a wedding. This is 
when two people agree to share their lives with each other. 
Know that being baptised happens at a special ceremony called a baptism when water is put on 
someone’s head or they are covered with water as a sign that their sins have been forgiven and that 
they have become a member of the Christian Church. 
 
Know that inside a Christian church you will find the following (identify these from pictures) -  
 

Church Feature Description 

altar a holy table in a church. 

candles lighting a candle is a way of showing that God brings light 

font a bowl (usually made of stone) which holds the water used for 
baptisms (a religious ceremony where you are welcomed into the 
church by splashing water on your head, often as a baby) 

stained glass windows a window made of coloured glass, often showing religious pictures 
and usually seen in churches 

pews a long wooden seat with a back- often in rows in a church facing the 
front 

pulpit a small raised platform with a rail around it in a church, where a 



member of the church stands to speak. 

bells (some churches) Bells are rung in some churches to tell people the time of the next 
religious service or at a special celebration such as a wedding. 
(Listen to examples of bells ringing - here)  

organ (some churches) A large musical instrument like a piano with pipes of different lengths 
through which air is forced. to make a sound 
(Listen to examples of organ music here) 

cross A religious symbol used to remember Jesus on the cross 

bible The special holy book which Christians and Jewish people read. 
Compare with the Quran in Islam. 

priest/vicar A holy person who leads the services at a church 

 
The Mosque 
Know that someone who is a Muslim follows the religion of Islam. 
Know that a Muslim’s place of worship is called a mosque - this is a special building for Muslims.  
Know that people pray inside the mosque. 
Know that special celebrations like weddings happen in a mosque. 
Know that praying is a time of quiet thinking about your beliefs and a way of feeling close to God. 
Know that on Fridays there are communal prayers at the mosque. 
Know that mosques can look different from each other (use a range of pictures including the ones 
below) 
Know that when you enter a mosque you must wash and remove your shoes as a sign of respect. 
Know that common features include the following... 
 

Feature Description 

Quran is the holy book on which the religion of Islam is based. 

Prayer Mat the small carpet on which Muslims kneel while saying prayers 



Wash Room a special room in a mosque where Muslims wash before praying (called 
wudu) 

Imam a religious leader, especially the leader of a Muslim community or the person 
who leads the prayers in a mosque. 

Crescent Moon 
and star 

A common symbol used in Islam 

Minaret a tall thin tower which is part of a mosque. 

 
 

     
Oldham Central Masjid                                  The Blue Mosque, Istanbul 
 
Know that special buildings like mosques and churches are places that should be respected by 
everyone. 
 
End of unit outcome: To verbally answer-  
What is a church? 
What is a mosque?  
 

Term: YR T5 Topic Title:  
Objectives Key Knowledge and Vocabulary 



 
 

N/A 

Term: YR T6 Topic Title:  
Objectives Key Knowledge and Vocabulary 
 N/A 
Term: Y1 T1 
 

Topic Title: 

Objectives Key knowledge and Vocabulary 
 N/A 
Term Y1 T2 Topic title: Our wonderful world 
Objectives Key knowledge and Vocabulary 
To identify things that make our world 
special. 
To explore the Jewish, Christian and 
Islamic creation stories. 
To explore the Hindu creation story. 
To explore different accounts of the 
creation of the sky and Heaven 
including an atheist perspective 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Know that, according to Christians, Muslims and Jews, God created the world from nothing. 
Know the creation story came from the book of Genesis.  
Know that Genesis is the first book in the bible. (This links to Y5 T2) 
Know that the bible is the holy book which The Christian and Jewish religions are based. 
Know the Christian creation story. Understand that different religions have different stories 
explaining how the world was made. These are called Creation Stories. 
Know that in many religions, creation is the making of the universe, Earth, and creatures by God. 
 
Creation story 
Know the story and vocabulary from The Lion First Bible 1 ‘How the World Began’, 2 “The First Sad 
Day’ 
First day - God created light and dark 
Second day - God created sky and the heavens 
Third day - God separated land and water then created the plants 
Fourth day - God made the sun, moon and stars 
Fifth day - God created the animals in the sea and the birds 
Six day - God created animals on land and humans 
Seventh day - God rested 
 
Know the following quote from the New International Version 
‘By the seventh day God had finished the work he had been doing; so on the seventh day he rested 
from all his work.’  
 



Understand that the seventh day is considered to be Sunday and is considered to be a holy day for 
Christians. 
Know that Jews, Christians and Muslims believe that there is only one God. 
 
 
Know that Judaism, Christianity and Islam are closely linked and that over time people disagreed 
about how they should worship God, so they started to follow three different religions. 
Jews, Christians and Muslims all believe there is only one God. They have different religious texts but 
they share some of the same stories. 
 
Know the following information -  
 

Religion What we call the people who follow that religion 

Christianity Christians 

Judaism Jews 

Islam Muslims 

Hinduism Hindus 

 
 
Hindu creation story 
Know the Hindu creation story 
(See this clip for further information) 

Brahma is the creator; Vishnu looks after the world and Shiva is the destroyer. 

Image removed         Image removed           Image removed  

Shiva                               Vishnu                            Brahma 

Know that there are lots of versions of the Hindu Creation story.  



Know that the version we are looking at is from a Hindu religious text called the Vedas.  

Know that Hinduism teaches that time goes round in circles and that the world will be endlessly 
created. 

Know that Hinduism teaches that time goes round in circles and that they believe the world will be 
endlessly created. 

Know the following story and related vocabulary 

Before time began there was no Heaven and no earth. There was nothing apart from a vast dark 
ocean. Floating in the ocean was a giant cobra. Vishnu was asleep within its safe, endless coils. 
Everything was peaceful. 
From somewhere a humming sound began. “Om.” It got louder and filled the emptiness. Vishnu 
woke up. A magnificent lotus flower grew from his belly button. The lotus flower opened and 
revealed Brahma. 
Vishnu said, “It is time to begin. Create the world.” Brahma bowed. As the wind grew stronger 
Vishnu and the snake vanished. Brahma stayed in the lotus flower, floating on the waves. 
Brahma split the flower into three. He stretched one part into the Heavens. He made another part 
into the earth. Then with the third part he made the skies. 
The earth was bare, so Brahma created the grass, the flowers, the trees and all the plants. He gave 
them the gift of feeling. 
Next he created the animals and the insects, the birds and the fish. He gave them the gift of sight, 
hearing, touch, smell and movement. 
One day Shiva will destroy this world, like all the other worlds that came before it. When this 
happens Vishnu will wake from his sleep in the vast dark ocean and a new world will be 
created. 
 
Consider how the Hindu creation story is similar to the story in the Bible. 
 
Comparing religious accounts of creation 



Know that some people believe in Heaven and the afterlife and that many people imagine that 
Heaven is a perfect world or a paradise. 
Know the following quote from the bible “On the second day God created the sky above the waters. 
He called the sky Heaven.” (Jew, Christian and Muslim) 
Know that the Christian Bible describes Heaven like this... 
There were Angels and people from all nations. They were wearing white and waving palm leaves as 
they sang. There was no hunger or thirst. God wiped the last tears from the people’s eyes. 
 
Know that the Muslim Qur’an describes Heaven like this…  
Heaven is a Garden that the good are promised. Beneath it flow rivers. There are unlimited fruits 
and lots of shade. In the seventh Heaven palaces are built from solid gold. 
 
Know that Hindus describe heaven like this... 
“Brahma split the lotus flower into three. He stretched one part into the Heavens. He made another 
part of the earth. Then with the third part he made the skies.” (Hindu) 
 
This is a description of Heaven from the Hindu Vedas. 
The Gods live in the many gardens of Heaven. There is no hunger or thirst, no heat or cold, no 
sadness or tiredness. There is no fear or old age. The people are all happy. 
 
Know that people who believe in Heaven often have different ideas of what it might be like. 
 
Know that the Nuremberg Chronicles is a book describing the history of the world from over 500 
years ago. 
Study the images depicting Creation from the Nuremberg Chronicles (1493) and relate to the 
creation story from the Bible. (Dropbox link to images here) 



 
Day 1                                               Day 2                                             Day 3 

         
Day 4                                              Day 5                                           Day 6 
 

 
Day 7 



 
Listen to Haydn’s The Creation and understand that many artists and musicians have tried to create 
art/music which tells the story of Creation. Know that Haydn (pronounced Hi-dn) was a Christian 
man who created this music to show his love for God. 
 
Atheist account 
Know that some people do not believe in God and think that the creation of the earth can be 
explained through science.  
Know that people who do not believe that God exists are called Atheists. 
Know that many Atheists believe that the world was created by a big bang in space and that all life 
evolved and changed over many millions of years. Scientists believe that this is how life began. 
 
Noah’s Ark (although not strictly part of the creation story this is the best opportunity for pupils to 
learn the story of Noah’s Ark and can be taught as a continuation of Adam and Eve’s fall from grace) 
 
Know the story and vocabulary of Noah’s Ark 
Read Lion First Bible 3 ‘Rain, Rain, Rain’ 
Know how to sing ‘The Animals Went in Two by Two’ 
 
End of unit outcome: To use the images from the Nuremberg Chronicles (1493) 
to retell the creation story. 
 

Term Y1 T3 Topic title: 
Objectives Key knowledge and Vocabulary 
 N/A 
Term Y1 T4 Topic title: What did Jesus teach us? 
Objectives Key Knowledge and Vocabulary 
To find out about the life of Jesus. 
To find out about the parable of the 
lost son. 
To find out about the parable of the 
good Samaritan. 

Know Mary and Joseph were Jesus’ parents 
Know Mary was visited by an angel 
Know Mary and Joseph had to travel to Bethlehem to be counted for the census  
Know that they travelled to Bethlehem on a donkey 
Know that there was nowhere to stay when they arrived and they had to stay in an inn 



To find out what Jesus taught at the 
Sermon on the Mount 
To explore what we can learn from 
the actions of Jesus. 
To summarise what Jesus taught 
people. 

Know that as he got older, he started telling people about God 
Know that he performed miracles and healed people when they were ill 
Know that Jesus had 12 special friends who travelled with him and these were known as the 
disciples. 
Know that some people thought that Jesus was lying about being the son of God. 
Know he was arrested by Roman soldiers. 
Know he was given a crown of thorns to make fun of/hurt him. 
Know he was sentenced to death because he said he was king. 
Know Jesus was nailed to a cross and left to die. 
Know Jesus’ body was placed inside a tomb and a large rock was rolled in front. 
Know that women went to see the tomb and the stone had been rolled away. 
An angel told the women that Jesus had come back from the dead (resurrection). 
Know that Jesus had come back to life to show that God’s promise was true.  
Know that he had beaten death so that everyone could live with God forever. 
Know Jesus had died and risen again so that all people could be forgiven for the bad things they do. 
Know that Jesus explained that everyone who believed in him and his story would be able to go to 
God in heaven when they died too. 
know a parable is a story that teaches a message. 
 
Know what the parable The Lost Son teaches us:-  
Know the father in the story is like God. 
Know that God is happy when people return to him. 
Know that Jesus believes that if people live by their own rules, they can become sad and lost. 
Know that Christians believe that God will forgive all the things they do wrong if they turn to Him 
again. 
 
Know what the parable ‘The Good Samaritan’ teaches us:- 
Know that when Jesus says ‘love your neighbour’, he doesn’t mean just love the people who 
live next door to you. He doesn’t even mean just love your family and friends. He means you should 
love everyone, even people who you don’t like. 
 
Know that as well as parables Jesus would give speeches that were called sermons. 
Know that one of the most famous sermons is called the Sermon on the Mount. 
Know that this sermon taught that being rich, powerful and famous do not matter to God.  



Know the people who are truly rich are those who are rich in the things that matter to God, such as 
kindness, compassion and generosity.  
 
Know the quote ‘Blessed are the meek, for they shall inherit the earth’. 
Know that this quote means that those who are meek (which means gentle, patient and ready to 
forgive others) will be given everything that they need by God. 
 
Know the traditional Lord’s Prayer which is the prayer that Jesus taught his disciples, when they 
asked him how they should pray 
 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name; 
thy kingdom come; 
thy will be done; 
on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation; 
but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
the power and the glory, 
for ever and ever. 
Amen. 
 
Know that Jesus performed miracles on people. 
Know that God wanted Jesus to help poor, sick, lonely or sad people. 
 
Miracles 
Jesus made friends with people that no one else wanted to be friends with. 
Jesus made people who were ill better again. 
Jesus made sure that people who were hungry had enough to eat. 
Jesus made blind people able to see again. 
Jesus made people who couldn’t walk able to get up and walk. 
 



 

 
The Good Samaritan, 1890 Vincent Van Gogh 
The man from Samaria (Samaritan) pushes the robbed man onto his horse. In the background to the 
left two men can be seen who let the wounded man lay on the road when they passed him by. They 
were a priest and a man from the house of Levi; obviously they were not as righteous as their 
reputations would suggest. Only the Samaritan helped the wounded man. 
 
End of unit outcome: To write sentences about what the parable ‘The 
Good Samaritan’ teaches us. 
 

Term Y1 T5 Topic Title 
Objectives Key knowledge and Vocabulary 
 N/A 
Term Y1 T6 Topic Title: What do Muslims celebrate? 
Objectives Key knowledge and Vocabulary 
To find out about the Islamic New 
Year. 

Know that people who follow Islam are called Muslims. 
Know Muhammad was the founder. 



To find out about the Day of Ashura. 
To find out about Mawlid al-Nabi. 
To find out about Ramadan. 
To find out Eid al-Fitr. 
To find out about the Hajj. 

Know Muslims believe Muhammed is a prophet sent from God. 
Know after Muslims say or write his name, they always follow it with ‘Peace be upon him’. 
Know most Muslims believe that neither God nor Muhammad should be drawn. 
Know the word for God in Arabic is Allah. 
Know the Islamic year starts on the first day of the month of Muharram, and on this day in 622 AD 
Muhammed moved from Mecca to Medina. 
Know Muhammad was born in Mecca. 
Know Muhammad travelled with a man called Abu Bakr and when Muhammad arrived in Medina he 
began teaching God’s message and a community of people began to follow him. 
Know Islamic New Year marks the start of Muhammad’s journey to Medina. 
 
The story of Muhammad 
Muhammad was born in Mecca.  
His father died before he was born and his mother died when he was a young boy.  
When Muhammad was an adult, he became a merchant and a shepherd. 
He thought the people in Mecca were greedy and dishonest. 
He would go to a cave in the mountains to pray.  
One night Muhammad said he was visited by the Angel Gabriel. 
The Angel Gabriel showed him some words and commanded him to read. 
Muhammad could not read so Gabriel helped him to learn what was written.  
Muhammad thought the words were from God so he decided he needed to tell everyone what he 
had been told. He said “God is One.” 
The Day of Ashura (10th day of the Islamic year) is a voluntary day of fasting when Muslims think 
about people who are important in their religion. 
 
The Muslim story of Moses 
The rulers of Egypt passed a law that any boys born to Israelites must be killed.  
Moses was born after the law was passed. 
His mum did not want him to be killed. 
God told her to keep him alive until danger was near.  
After about three months she put Moses into a box and she put the box into the river. God promised 
her that Moses would be safe.  
The Queen spotted Moses in the river. 
The Pharaoh (pronounced feuh·row) found out and ordered that Moses should be killed.  
The Queen persuaded the Pharaoh that they should adopt Moses.  



The Pharaoh agreed and Moses grew up safely in the royal palace.  
When Moses grew up he left the palace.  
A few years later God instructed Moses to go to the Pharaoh and tell him to stop keeping the 
Israelites as slaves.  
Moses went to Egypt and spoke to the Pharaoh, but the Pharaoh was furious and refused to listen! 
Egypt was then struck with lots of plagues and diseases.  
The people begged Moses to save them, but as soon as he did they began listening to the Pharaoh 
again.  
God told Moses to take the people who wanted to follow him to the sea.  
God created a path through the sea for Moses and his followers to take.  
when they were safely across the path it disappeared and the soldiers who were chasing him 
drowned. 
Now that his followers were safe Moses then left them so he could talk to God.  
God gave him a list of rules to follow.  
When Moses returned to the people he found they had begun to worship a gold cow.  
He asked the people why they were worshipping the false idol and not God.  
The people said that a man called al-Samiri had led them astray.  
Moses banished al-Samiri.  
He warned the people to follow the rules God had given them and spread his message to other 
people. 
 
Know the Day of Ashura (pronounced a·shoo·raa) is important for both Shi’a and Sunni Muslims.  
Know it reminds them about the sacrifices people made for them and that it is important to follow 
the rules of Islam no matter what. 
 
Know Mawlid al-Nabi is the birthday of the Prophet Muhammad. 
Know the day of Mawlid al-Nabi is also the anniversary of Muhammad’s death. 
Know that some Muslims don't celebrate birthdays as it is not mentioned in the Quran. 
Know that on Mawlid al-Nabi Muslims remember what Muhammad’s character was like, his 
teachings, how he suffered and his ability to forgive.  
Know Muhammad is important to Muslims because they believe God told him the contents of the 
Qur’an. 
Know God told Muhammed this through Angel Gabriel. 
 
Know Ramadan is an important month for Muslims. 



Know during this time Muhammad received his first message from God. 
Know healthy adult Muslims fast for the whole month of Ramadan (this means they do not eat or 
drink anything from dawn till sunset). 
Know ‘Iftar’ is the first meal after the sun goes down. 
Know Tarawih prayers are recited during Ramadan, this is parts of the Quran.  
Know Eid is celebrated at the end of Ramadan. 
Know Eid begins when there is a new moon in the sky. 
Know Muslims give money to charity during Eid, this is known as zakat.  
 
Know Hajj is a pilgrimage that all Muslims should do before they die. 
Know a pilgrimage is a special journey. 
Know the Hajj is a pilgrimage to a city called Mecca in Saudi Arabia. 
Know Mecca is an important place for Muslims and non-Muslim are not allowed to visit. 
Know during Hajj all Muslims are equal and they wear white clothes called Ihram. 
Know Mecca is the holiest city in the religion of Islam. 
Know when Muslims arrive there, they have to walk seven times around the Kaaba. 
Know the Kaaba is cube shaped. 
Know after each circuit around the Kaaba, Muslims either have to kiss or point to the black stone. 
Know when they have walked around the Kaaba seven times, they pray.  
 
End of unit outcome: To retell the story of Moses in writing 
 

Term Y2 T1 Topic Title 
Objectives Key knowledge and Vocabulary 
 N/A 
Term Y2 T2 Topic Title: Christmas Celebration 
Objectives Key knowledge and Vocabulary 
To think about what we celebrate and 
how we celebrate. 
To be able to recount the Christmas 
story. 
To explore how Christians celebrate 
Christmas. 

Know that Christmas is one of the most important Christian celebrations - it happens around 
December every year. 
Know that different religions celebrate different events. 
Know that God gave his only son, who was called Jesus, as a gift to the world. 
Know that the story of the birth of Jesus is known as the nativity. 
 
Recap Nativity story using the Lion First Bible - chapter 33 - 35 (this links to reception and Y4T2) 



To investigate how Christmas is 
celebrated by Christians around the 
world. 
To recap and summarise what we 
have learnt about Christmas. 

Know who Mary and Joseph are and that they lived in Nazareth. 
Know that an angel sent from God visited Mary to tell her she had been chosen to have a baby. 
(Know that angels are servants or messengers of God) 
Know that a pregnant Mary and Joseph travelled to Bethlehem on a donkey to be counted for the 
census. 
Mary and Joseph found a stable to rest and gave birth to baby Jesus. 
Know that an angel presented herself to shepherds who told them about the birth of Jesus in a 
stable and that they went to visit. 
Know that three wise men also travelled to visit the baby and gave three gifts - gold, frankincense 
and myrrh.  
 
(Know that frankincense and myrrh are both substances from trees that smell pleasant when burned 
and were used in religious ceremonies) 
 
Know that Christians light advent candles every week in church for the four weeks leading up to 
Christmas and the last one is lit on Christmas day. 
Know that advent is the time leading up to Christmas day 
Know that the light symbolises the light and hope Jesus brought to the world when he was born. 
 
Read and understand this section from the bible explaining the symbolism of light 
John 3 19-21  
Light has come into the world, but people loved darkness instead of light because their deeds were 
evil. Everyone who does evil hates the light, and will not come into the light for fear that their deeds 
will be exposed.  But whoever lives by the truth comes into the light, so that it may be seen plainly 
that what they have done has been done in the sight of God. 
 
Study a range of artwork relating to the Nativity 
Know that there are lots of paintings of the nativity scene because most artwork from a long time 
ago was religious. 



 
 
Mystic Nativity by Sandro Boticelli (1500) 
Know that Mary is depicted with a halo (a circle of light around the head which indicates she is a 
holy figure) 

 
The Census at Bethlehem by Brueghel The Elder (1566) (this links with Y1 study of Brueghel) 
 



   
The Nativity by Federico Barrocci (1597)   The Adoration of the Magi by Sandro Botticelli 
(pronounced bo·tuh·cheh·lee) (1475) 
 
NOTE - This article will support class discussion of the paintings and suggests others to study 
- https://www.theguardian.com/culture/2014/dec/05/the-10-best-christmas-story-paintings 
 
End of unit outcome: To write about the Christmas story using artwork related 
to Nativity.  
 

Term Y2 T3 Topic Title 
Objectives Key knowledge and Vocabulary 
 N/A 
Term Y2 T4 Topic Title: Christian Rites of passage 
Objectives Key knowledge and Vocabulary 

To understand what a rite of passage 
is. 

Know that a rite of passage is an event that marks an important stage in someone’s life. 
Know rites of passage can be religious and non-religious. 
Know they are transitions from one stage of life to the next. 



To understand what happens at a 
Baptism ceremony. 

To learn about Holy Communion. 
To explore a Christian marriage 
ceremony. 
To explore the death and funeral 
ceremony of a Christian person. 

Know that most Christians hold ceremonies to mark 5 important rites of passage - birth, marriage, 
death, baptism, confirmation and communion. 
Know that a baptism is a ceremony that welcomes a baby into the Christian church. 
 
Study this painting. 

 
Joachim Patinir – The Baptism of Christ (1515)  

Know that John the Baptist baptised people in the river Jordan when they confessed their sins. 
Know that Jesus was baptised by John the Baptist. 
Know that after the baptism the heavens opened and the spirit came down in the form of a dove. 
Know a baptism ceremony is held in churches. 
Know the baby wears white to symbolise new life and purity. 
Know the priest/vicar draws a cross on the baby’s head in chrism oil. 
Know that the oil symbolises the sealing of the holy spirit in the child. 
Know that the priest/vicar then pours water over the baby’s head and prepares them for a life with 
God. 
Know that water symbolises life and death. 
Know that to end a baptism a candle is lit.  
Know that the candle symbolises light that can never be destroyed. 
(Revise Church vocabulary from Reception e.g., pulpit, pew, altar, etc) 
 



Know there are different denominations of Christianity - Catholic, Church of England, Protestant, 
Anglican, Lutheran. They share the same beliefs but worship in different ways. 
Know the story of The Last Supper (links to Y4 T4) - 
Know before the week of Passover Jesus wanted to have one Last Supper. 
Know he sent John and Peter to find a room to hold supper. 
Know he wanted all of his disciples at the supper. 
Know that Jesus knew one of his disciples would betray him that night. 
Know that Judas betrayed Jesus. 
Know that Holy Communion is receiving Jesus Christ in the sacrament of bread and wine. 
Know the bread represents Jesus’ body and the wine represents Jesus’ blood. 
Know that there are three main Christian views regarding the bread and the wine during the Holy 
Communion: 1. The bread and the wine change completely into the actual body and blood of Christ. 
This change is known as Transubstantiation. 2.Christ’s presence appears spiritually, through the 
bread and wine. 3.The bread and the wine are symbols representing Christ’s body and blood, in 
remembrance of his sacrifice. 
Know the people being confirmed wear white as a symbol of purity. 
 
Study Da Vinci’s Last Supper painting 

 
 
 
Know the marriage is another rite of passage. 
Know that marriage is between two people who love each other. 
Know that when two Christian people want to get married, they have to announce it to the church 



community. 
Know that the couple take vows to look after each other for the rest of their lives.  
Know that a vow is a serious promise 
Know that the couple exchange rings (or wedding bands). 
Know that prayers are said throughout the ceremony. 
Know that the couple have to sign a register to legally ‘bind’ them together. 
Know that bind means to join together 
 
Know that Christians believe that death is the last rite of passage.  
Know that Christians believe that when you die your spirit goes to heaven. 
Know that in the Bible, heaven is described as paradise. 
Know that when you die you have a funeral ceremony. 
Know that at that funeral service there are prayers said and hymns are sung. 
 
End of Unit outcome: To write a short report about Christian marriages 
and funerals.  

Term Y2 T5 Topic Title 
Objectives Key knowledge and Vocabulary 
 N/A 
Term Y2 T6 Topic Title: Who is Buddha? 
Objectives Key knowledge and Vocabulary 
To understand how Siddhartha 
Gautama came to be known as ‘the 
Buddha’. 
To recognise Buddhist symbols which 
explain why Buddha was special. 
To explain the meaning of a Buddhist 
parable. 
To explain what Buddha taught 
Buddhists about how to live their 
lives. 
To recognise where and how 
Buddhists worship. 

Know that people who follow Buddhism are called Buddhists. 
Know that Buddhism makes up about 7% of the world’s religions. 
Know that the symbol of Buddhism is called the wheel of life. 
Know the Buddhism started in India. 
Know that Buddhists do not believe in a God who created everything. 
Know that Buddhists live their lives to try and reduce suffering. 
 
Know the story of Siddhartha Gautama: 
Know that Siddhartha Gautama lived within the palace walls and was kept away from old age, illness 
and death. 
Know that when he was older, he married and went outside of the palace walls. 
Know that he saw an old man, a sick man and a corpse of a dead man. 



To understand how and why the life 
of the Buddha is celebrated during 
Vesak. 
 

Know that he realised that these three things will happen to everyone even if you are rich. 
Know that he saw a holy man sat in rags and a begging bowl and he looked calm and peaceful. 
Know that these four sights were a turning point he decided to leave his riches behind and go find 
out for himself. 
Know that he dressed like a monk and went and sat under a bodhi tree. 
Know he stayed under the Bodhi tree to find the truth. 
After some time, he realised there was an end to their pain and sadness and he became 
enlightened. 
Know that he began to teach people about this and people started to call him ‘Buddha’ or ‘teacher’. 
Know that he taught them the four noble truths. 
Know that the first noble truth was the fact that suffering exists. 
Know that the second noble truth was about the cause of suffering. 
Know that the third noble truth is that we cause some of our own suffering. 
Know that the fourth noble truth is the path that should be followed to end the suffering.  
 
Know that the Buddha statue is very important to Buddhists. 
Know that the Buddha statue is often shown with him sitting. 
Know the bump on the top of the Buddha is to show he is wise. 
Know that the mark on the Buddha's forehead shows a third eye that normal people cannot see. 
Know that Buddhas often have large earlobes to represent that he used to wear heavy earrings that 
stretched his ears. 
Know that the curly shape on top of the Buddha’s head is not hair - it is snails that crawled on his 
head to shield him from the sun when he was under the Bodhi tree. 
 
Know the Monkey King parable -  
Know that the monkey king told the monkeys to take down all of the mangoes from the tree. 
Know that he did this because he knew that if anybody tasted them, they would want more and 
more. 
Know that one was left in the tree. 
Know that a strong wind shook the mango off into the river and it floated downstream to where the 
humans lived. 
Know that the king spotted the mango and made his servant go in to retrieve it.  
Know that the soldiers went to go and claim the mango tree and said that if any animals were left in 
the tree, he would kill them. 
Know that the monkey king ordered the monkeys to cross the river to escape. 



Know that there was no bridge so the monkey king made himself into a bridge so they could cross. 
Know that the human king was touched by what the monkey did. 
Know that the human king would follow his example and become a good and kind ruler. 
Know that the moral of the story is you must look after things that are special or important to you. 
Know that you must take care to do a job properly. 
Know that a leader must be brave. 
Know that a leader should be prepared to make sacrifices for his followers. 
 
Know that the wheel of life is an important symbol to Buddhists 
Know that the wheel represents the cycle of birth, life, death and rebirth. 
Know that Buddhists believe that when someone dies, they will be reborn. This is sometimes called 
reincarnation. 
Know that the eight spokes on the wheel remind Buddhists that Buddha taught about eight ways to 
live your life. 
Know that the eight rules are:- 

● Right contemplation 
● Right view 
● Right thought 
● Right speech 
● Right action 
● Right livelihood 
● Right effort 
● Right mindfulness 

Know that some Buddhists have shrines in their homes 
Know that the objects on the shrine all have special meanings 
 
Objects around the shrine 

• incense, fruit, flowers, food 
• singing bowl to represent music 
• candles 
 

Know that Buddhists meditate as part of their worship 
Know that meditation helps them clear their minds and feel less worried about things 
 
Know that Vesak is an important festival to Buddhists. 



Know that Vesak is normally celebrated in May when it is a full moon 
Know that during Vesak, Buddhists celebrate the birth, enlightenment and death of Buddha 
Know that Buddhists will go to a temple to worship  
Know that the Buddhist flag is raised at this time 
Know that Buddhists help other people during Vesak 
Know that they may give vegetarian food to temple visitors or to the old, sick or very poor 
Know that they may also donate money to people in need 
 
End of unit outcome: To take part in a discussion about which of the 8 rules could be considered to 
be most important 
 

Term Y3 T1 Topic Title:  
Objectives Key knowledge and Vocabulary 
 N/A 

 
Term Y3 T2 Topic Title: How and why do Hindus celebrate Diwali? 
Objectives  Key knowledge and Vocabulary 
To learn about the events and 
meanings in the story of Rama and 
Sita. 
To learn about the diya and why it is 
important in the Diwali story. 
To learn about some of the 
preparations for Diwali. 
To learn about the purpose of 
creating rangoli patterns. 
To find out about Lakshmi and how 
Hindus celebrate Diwali at home. 

Context for study 
This unit follows on from learning in Reception on Diwali 
 
Know that Diwali (pronounced  duh·waa·lee) is a festival celebrated by Hindus. 
Know that Diwali is known as the ‘festival of lights’. 
Know that Hindus celebrate Diwali around October/November. 
Know that many religions have festivals of light during the Winter months when it becomes dark 
much earlier. Christmas (Christian) and Hanukkah (Jewish) 
Know that Diwali marks the start of the Hindu new year. 
Know the Ramayana is one of the holy books of the Hindu religion and one of the two major 
Sanskrit texts of ancient India, the other being the Mahābhārata (pronounced muh -haa - baa - 
ruh - tuh).  
Know that the Ramayana tells the story of Prince Rama's quest to rescue his wife Sita from Ravana 
with the help of an army of monkeys. It is dated to around 500 BC to 100 BC. 
 
Rama and Sita story (this story is found in Ramayana) 
Rama was to become King but his stepmother drove him away. 
Rama and his wife Sita fled to the forest. 



Ravana, the demon king, spotted Sita and fell in love. 
Ravana wanted her for himself so he came up with a plan to kidnap her.  
Rama and Sita found a deer and Sita asked Rama to capture it for her. 
While Rama was hunting Ravana captured Sita and flew her off in a flying chariot. 
Sita dropped jewellery over the side for Rama to find. 
Rama realised he had been tricked when the deer turned into a demon. 
Rama followed Sita’s jewellery and came across Hanuman the monkey king. 
Hanuman gathered all the monkeys in the world to look for Sita. 
They found her on an island. 
They couldn’t get to her because the waves were too big. 
All the animals for miles came and helped build a bridge to the island. 
Rama found Ravana and shot him with a special bow and arrow from the sky God, it hit Ravana in 
the heart and he was dead. 
Rama and Sita returned to the palace. 
On their way home people lit candles in a row (called Diyas) in their windows to welcome them 
home. 
 
 

   
Rama and Sita                                            Hanuman 
 



 
Ravana 
Know that Diya lamps remind Hindus about the power of good over evil. 
Know that the word Diwali comes from the Sanskrit word - ‘Deepavali’  which means row of lights. 
Know that Sanskrit is one of the oldest languages and comes from South Asia. 
Know that ‘Deepa’ means light and ‘avali’ means row, so ‘Diwali’ means row of lights. 
Know that Rangoli is used during Diwali and Rangoli is the Sanskrit word for a row of colours. 
Know that Rangoli patterns are used to welcome the goddess “Lakshmi” Lakshmi

 
 



Know that Lakshmi is the goddess of wealth and prosperity, and to ward off evil spirits. 
Know that Lakshmi is worshipped at Diwali because it is the start of a new year and it's her birthday. 
Know that people believe that Lakshmi visits the cleanest houses first so Hindus spend a long time 
cleaning their homes beforehand. 
 
Know that puja is when Hindus worship to a God 
Know that during puja offerings are made to God 
Know that worshippers take off their shoes when worshipping 
Know that prayers normally begin with the sacred word ‘Aum’ 
Know that offerings such as fruit, incense, water and flowers are made 
Know that blessed food known as prasad is eaten once the worship has finished 
Know that puja is a daily routine for Hindus 
Know that shrines can be in Hindu homes or the temples 
Know that Lakshmi Puja happens on the third day of Diwali 
Know that Lakshmi Puja is considered the main festival day 
 

Objects used in Puja 

bell incense kum kum powder water diva lamp 

ring the bell to let 
God know they 
are ready to 
worship 

purifies the air 
around the shrine 

used to mark 
Hindu’s 
foreheads as a 
sign of respect to 
God 

sign of respect the candle is lit as 
a sign of God’s 
presence 

 
 
 



 
 
Know that rangoli (pronounced ruhng·gow·lee) patterns are a popular Diwali tradition – they are 
made with colourful powder and flowers by the entrance of homes to welcome the gods and bring 
good luck. 
Know that Rangoli designs can be simple geometric shapes, deity (pronounced day·uh·tee) 
impressions, or flower and petal shapes (appropriate for the given celebrations), but they can also 
be very elaborate designs crafted by numerous people. 
 
 
End of unit outcome: To retell the story of Rama and Sita in writing 

Term Y3 T3 Topic Title 
Objectives Key knowledge and Vocabulary 
 N/A 
Term Y3 T4 Topic Title Jewish celebrations 
Objectives Key knowledge and Vocabulary 
To recap facts about Judaism and 
Jewish beliefs. 
To find out about the Jewish festival 
of Passover. 
To find out about the Jewish festival 
of Sukkot. 
To find out about the festival of 
Purim. 
To find out about the festival of 
Hanukkah. 

Know that Judaism is one of the oldest religions in the world (links to Y5T4). 
Know it is a monotheistic religion – meaning a belief in only one god compared to polytheism which 
is a belief in more than one god. 
Know Judaism began in the year 2,500BC with a man called Abraham who believed that there was 
only one God. 
Know that Abraham is known as the ‘father of Judaism’. 
Israel is an important country for Jews because they believe it is the land that God gave to 
Abraham’s descendants. 
 
Image removed  



To find out about the festival of Rosh 
Hashanah. 
 

 
Know the Israeli flag has the Star of David. This star is a Jewish symbol. 
Know that Jews go to a temple called a synagogue to worship. 
Know that a rabbi (teacher) leads services.  
Know the Torah is their holy book and it is written in Hebrew. 
Know the Torah tells the story of the Jewish people and the rules and guidance to help Jews live by. 
Know the most important rules in the Torah are the ten commandments. 
Know the Ten Commandments are rules given to a man called Moses directly from God. 
 
The Ten Commandments 

● Only worship God 
● Make God the most important thing in your life. 
● Always say God’s name with respect. 
● Make one day a week a special day for God. 
● Respect your parents. 
● Do not murder. 
● Be faithful to your husband/wife. 
● Don’t steal. 
● Don’t lie. 
● Don’t be jealous of what other people have. 

 
Know the sabbath is the holy day for the Jews. 
Know the Hebrew word for Sabbath is Shabbat. 
Know the Shabbat starts on Friday evenings at sunset and ends at dusk on Saturday evenings. 
 
Joseph and his multi-coloured coat 
Know Joseph was an Israelite and was sold as a slave by his brothers to Egypt. 
Know Joseph could interpret dreams so was made second in command by the pharaoh. 
Know Joseph’s brothers came to Egypt to ask for food as there was a famine in their land. 
Know Joseph forgave his brothers. 
Know Joseph’s family moved to Egypt and many more generations of Israelites were born. 
Know about 200 years later, the pharaoh was worried that there were too many Israelites. 
Know he thought they might become too powerful so he enslaved them. 
Know the pharaoh was worried that there were too many Israelites, so he decided to make a new 
law that if any Israelite boys were born they should be killed. 



Know that an Israelite baby named Moses was placed in a basket on the River Nile. 
Know that Moses was found by the pharaoh's daughter and he was brought up as the prince of 
Egypt. 
Know that Moses ran away after killing an Egyptian for killing an Israelite. 
Know he went to the desert and became a shepherd. 
Know God appeared to Moses in a burning bush. 
Know God wanted Moses to go back to Egypt and set the Israelites free from slavery. 
Know Moses went back to Egypt to ask for the Israelites to be released but the Pharaoh said no. 
Know that God chose to send 10 plagues to Egypt for not releasing them. 
Know that a plague is a very infectious disease that spreads quickly and kills large numbers of 
people. 
 
10 plagues 

1. River Nile turned to blood. 
2. Plague of frogs. 
3. Plague of gnats. 
4. Plague of flies. 
5. Killed of Egyptian animals. 
6. Boils. 
7. Hailstorm. 
8. Plague of locusts. 
9. Darkness for three days. 
10. First born son killed. 

 
Know the Israelites were then released by the Pharaoh. 
Know the Pharaoh sent his soldiers to bring them back. 
Know that Moses parted the Red Sea and they went across. 
Know the soldiers followed and the waves fell on them, washing them away. 
 
Know that Passover is a festival which celebrates the Israelites being set free from Egypt. 
Know Passover lasts for 7 to 8 days. 
Know a special meal called the seder (pronounced say·duh) meal is had on the first and second 
night. 
Know a seder plate is used and it has symbols - lamb’s bone and bitter herbs to remind them about 
the story.  



Know that a bread called Matzo is eaten three times during the meal. 
Know Passover is sometimes known as the Festival of Freedom. 
 
Know that the Israelites wandered the desert for 40 years until they found the promised land.  
Know that God told Moses to go to the top of Mount Sinai. 
Know that Moses stayed on top of the mountain for 40 days and 40 nights. 
God spoke to Moses and told him how he wanted the Israelites to live. 
Know these were known as laws and were named the 10 commandments. 
 
Know that Jews remember the time their ancestors wandered in the desert for forty years with a 
special festival called Sukkot. 
 
Know the word Sukkot means huts or booths. 
Know that during Sukkot, Jews remember that their ancestors had to live in temporary homes in the 
desert. 
Know Sukkot is a festival that focuses on the way God protected His people and gave them 
everything they needed, even in the wilderness. 
Know during Sukkot, Jews remember that God is the only thing they need and He 
will provide protection in every situation. 
 
Story of Esther - links to Good vs Evil 
Know this story is read during the festival of Purim  
 
Know King Xerxes (pronounced zuhk·seez) wanted a wife and decided on Esther. 
Know Esther was a Jew but lived in Persia, her cousin Mordecai warned her not to tell anyone about 
being a Jew as this was dangerous so she hid her identity. 
Know King Xerxes promoted a man called Haman to be the most important person in the land after 
him and everybody had to bow when he walked into the room.  
Know Mordecai refused to bow as he was a Jew and only bowed to God. 
Know Haman was furious about this and ordered all Jews to be killed. 
Know King Xerxes gave him his official ring and said ’Do what you want with these people’ 
Know Merdecai pleaded with Ester to go and speak to the King to beg him not to go through with it. 
Know Ester made a meal for the King and Haman and asked for herself and her people to be saved. 
Know King Xerxes was very angry that Haman was trying to kill the Jews as Mordecai had saved him 
in the past. 



Know Haman tried to speed to Ester and when the king saw it looked like he was attacking her. 
Know King Xerxes sentences Haman to death. 
Know Mordecai took Haman’s place as the most important person in the kingdom. 
 
Know during Purim, Jews celebrate the time all Jewish people were saved from 
extermination thanks to Esther’s bravery. 
 
Hanukkah 
Know there were Jews living in Syria who were under the rule of Antiochus, a Greek king. 
Know Antiochus didn’t like the Jews he wanted them to follow Greek beliefs. 
Know Antiochus took over a temple and put statues of Greek Gods inside and told them to worship 
these Gods or they will be killed. 
Know there was a man called Mattathias and he had five brave sons- the Maccabees and they 
wanted to rebel against Antiochus. 
Know they gathered an army and they defeated Antiochus and claimed back their temple. 
Know Jewish temples always have a special lamp burning oil called the eternal light, but there was 
only enough oil for it to burn for one night. 
They lit the lamp anyway and a miracle happened - the lamp stays lit for eight days which gave them 
time to make more oil. 
Know that during the eight-day festival of Hanukkah, Jews remember the Miracle of Oil which 
made the light shine for eight days. They remember the bravery of the Maccabees and how God was 
looking after them. 
 
 
Know that a menorah is a candlestick with eight candles. Every night during Hanukkah, one more 
candle is lit until all eight have been lit. 
Know that during Hanukkah, Jewish families enjoy eating fried foods. Foods fried in oil remind them 
of the oil that lasted for eight whole days. 
 
Rosh Hashanah 
Know Rosh Hashanah means ‘head of the year’ and is the Jewish New Year festival. 
Know Jews believe Rosh Hashanah marks the anniversary of the creation of Adam and Eve (links to 
Y5 T2) 
Know Jews spend a long time at the synagogue worshipping god during Rosh Hashanah. 



Know a shofar (an ancient horn made from the horn of a ram) is blown during the service. (Listen to 
the sound) 
Know that Rosh Hashanah is known as judgement day.  
Know that Jews believe Rosh Hashanah is the day when God balances a person’s good deeds against 
their bad ones to determine what kind of year they will have. 
Know that Jews have special celebrations at home and eat sweet foods to represent the sweet new 
year they hope lies ahead of them. 
Know a round challah loaf is also eaten. This symbolises the cycle of life as well as God’s 
crown. 
Know Rosh Hashanah also marks the start of the ten Days of Awe. During these ten days, Jews think 
about all the things they have done wrong throughout the last year. 
 
 End of unit outcome: To write an essay about Jewish celebrations using the 
subheadings: Hanukkah, Rosh Hashanah, Passover.  

Term Y3 T5 Topic Title 
Objectives Key knowledge and Vocabulary 
 N/A 
Term Y3 T6 Topic Title What is the Bible and why is it important for Christians? 
Objectives Key knowledge and Vocabulary 
To identify and describe ways in which 
the Bible is important for Christians. 
To find out how Christians use the 
Bible at home and at church. 
To find out about the different kinds 
of writing in the Bible and why each is 
important. 
To learn about what makes a book 
special to different people. 
To find out how different genres of 
writing in the Bible show different 
aspects of God. 
To investigate the Old and New 
Testaments of the Bible. 
 

Know that the Bible is sacred 
Know that sacred means to be connected with God or to a religious purpose 
Know the Bible is the holy book for Christians 
Know that God chose certain people to write down the word of God 
 
The story of Mary Jones ( see https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mary_Jones_and_her_Bible for further 
information) 
Know that Mary Jones was a Welsh girl who, at the age of fifteen, walked twenty-six miles barefoot 
across the countryside to buy a copy of the Welsh Bible from Thomas Charles because she did not 
have one. 
Know that she would stop at nothing to get the Bible she desperately wanted 
Know that she had to save up for 6 years to afford one  
Know that Christians believe that the Bible is the Word of God 
Know that there is a special society called The British and Foreign Bible Society - this is where people 
can get Bibles in their language 



Know the Bible tells the story of the world from the beginning of time and explains how God wants 
people to behave and how much He loves the world and everyone in it. 
Know that the Bible is used for many different reasons 
Know that the Bible can be used for teaching people about God, prayers, songs, telling stories, 
worship and inspiration. 
Know that most worship in the church is based on the words of the Bible 
Know there are different genres of writing within the bible (links to Y5 T2) 
These include - stories/poems/ songs/ laws/ letters/biographies/proverbs. 
Know the bible is like a library - it is made up of 66 different books. 
Know these are split into two parts - The Old Testament and the New Testament. 
Know the Old Testament was originally written in Hebrew and the New Testament in Greek 
Know the bible is arranged chronologically. 
Know that Jesus told parables in the Bible 
Know that a parable is a story with a meaning behind it 
 
Know the parable of the unforgiving servant 
Know that a servant who has a large debt to the king is forgiven 
Know that the servant then refuses to forgive someone who had a smaller debt owing to him  
Know that then he is tortured for it by the king. 
Know that the meaning of the story is God will forgive all sins and you should too 
 
Know the parable of the farmer and the seeds and the meaning behind each part. (see 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/guides/zd76rj6/revision/2  For further information) 
 
Know that Christians believe in revelation 
Know that revelation means that God reveals himself to people 
Know that the Bible was written by 44 different authors 
Know that it was written over a period of 1500 years 
Know that the original text was written in Hebrew, Greek and Aramaic 
Know that Aramaic is an ancient language from the Middle East 
Know the Old Testament has 39 books 
Know the New Testament has 27 books 
Know that the small numbers at the beginning of most sentences in the Bible are known as the 
verses. 
 



End of unit outcome: To verbally retell the following Christian parables and explain 
the message they give: The farmer and the seeds, The Unforgiving Servant. 

Term Y4 T1 Topic Title 
Objectives Key knowledge and Vocabulary 
 N/A 
Term Y4 T2 Topic Title Christmas journeys  
Objectives Key knowledge and Vocabulary 
To learn about the importance of 
Bethlehem to Christians and to find 
out what a pilgrimage is. 
To find out about Mary and Joseph’s 
journey to Bethlehem. 
To find out about some of the key 
features of the nativity story. 
To find out how religious ideas can be 
expressed through music and art. 
To learn about how the emotions of 
the people in the story are the same 
emotions as people have today. 

Context for study 
This is linked to Rec T2 and Y2T2 
 
Know where Israel is on a world map. 
 
Know that Bethlehem, Jerusalem and Nazareth are important places in Israel.  
Know that Jerusalem where Jesus spent a lot of his adult life preaching. 
Know that Jesus was crucified and resurrected in Jerusalem.  
Know that Bethlehem is a town in Israel. 
Know that Bethlehem is believed to be the birthplace of Jesus. 
Know there is a church located at the spot where Christians believe Jesus was born called the 
‘Church of the Nativity’ and it is the oldest church in the world. 
Know that Jesus spent much of his life in Nazareth. 
Know that journeys to religious places are called pilgrimages. 
(Know that many Muslims go on a pilgrimage to Mecca - this is called Hajj) 
Know that Joseph went from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to the town of Bethlehem in Judaea 
(also known as Judah), the birthplace of King David.  
Know that Joseph went there because he was a descendant of David. 
Know that Nazareth was 75 miles away from Bethlehem. 
Know that he then travelled to Bethlehem on a donkey. 
Know that when they arrived in Bethlehem it was very busy and there was nowhere to stay.  
Know that they slept in a cattle shed and Jesus was born there.  
Know that Christians believe that by sending the angels to the shepherds and letting them be 
the first ones to know about the birth of Jesus, God is showing that he sent Jesus to the world for 
everyone.  
Know that the shepherds are a symbol that God loves everyone in the world, not just the rich or 
powerful. 



Know that when Jesus was born Herod was king.  
Know that he sent the three wise men to Jesus - these 3 men are also known as the three kings or 
the Magi 
Know that when the three wise men visited Jesus, it is known as the epiphany (also known as the 
three kings’ day) 
Know the word epiphany comes from the Greek Epiphania, meaning “revelation.” 
Know that the three wise men visited baby Jesus and brought Gold, frankincense and myrrh. 
Know that Frankincense and Myrrh are sweet-smelling substances collected from different trees 
that are used in religious ceremonies 
Know the three wise men did not return to King Herod. 
Know that the three wise men were often shown wearing crowns and this is why they are also 
known as the three kings. 
Know that after the Magi had left, an angel appeared in a dream to Joseph and told him to take 
Mary and Jesus to Egypt as Herod wanted Jesus dead. (Good vs Evil link) 
Know Herod was angry when the Magi did not return. 
Know that he gave orders for all the boys (two years old or younger) in Bethlehem to be killed. 
Know that Herod was jealous that a baby had been born that was being worshipped like a king. He 
was worried that this baby would be more important than he was. 
 
Use The Lion Storyteller Bible to share this story with the class 
 
Read and understand this passage from Matthew 2 1-12 (NIV) 

The Magi visit the Messiah (pronounced muh·sai·uh) 

After Jesus was born in Bethlehem in Judea, during the time of King Herod, Magi from the east came 
to Jerusalem and asked, ‘Where is the one who has been born king of the Jews? We saw his star 
when it rose and have come to worship him.’ 

When King Herod heard this he was disturbed, and all Jerusalem with him. When he had called 
together all the people’s chief priests and teachers of the law, he asked them where the Messiah 
was to be born. ‘In Bethlehem in Judea,’ they replied, ‘for this is what the prophet has written: 

‘ “But you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, 



are by no means least among the rulers of Judah; 

for out of you will come a ruler 

who will shepherd my people Israel.”’ 

Then Herod called the Magi secretly and found out from them the exact time the star had appeared. 
He sent them to Bethlehem and said, ‘Go and search carefully for the child. As soon as you find him, 
report to me, so that I too may go and worship him.’ 

After they had heard the king, they went on their way, and the star they had seen when it rose went 
ahead of them until it stopped over the place where the child was. When they saw the star, they 
were overjoyed. On coming to the house, they saw the child with his mother Mary, and they bowed 
down and worshipped him. Then they opened their treasures and presented him with gifts of gold, 
frankincense and myrrh. And having been warned in a dream not to go back to Herod, they returned 
to their country by another route. 

Know that there are many famous depictions of Nativity in art. Study a range of these and identify 
common features in particular, the light around Jesus and Mary, animals, the way everyone is 
focused on Jesus and the angels. Know that religious scenes often inspire artwork. 
 



 
Leonardo da Vinci, 1472–75 

 
The arrival in Bethlehem 
Master LC Flemish (second quarter of the 16th Century)



 
The Nativity - Fra Angelico 1417-1455 

 
 
Bartolomé Esteban Murillo, The Adoration of the Shepherds, c. 1660 



 
 
The Adoration of the Shepherds by Guido Reni, 1642 
 

 
The Adoration of the Shepherds by Rembrandt (1646) (Note: this may have been painted by one of 
Rembrandt’s pupils) 
 



 
 

 



The adoration of the Magi   

 Giuseppe Bartolomeo Chiari (Rome 1654 – Rome 1727) 

 

The Flight to Egypt - Cosimo Tura (1451-1495) 

 
End of unit outcome: To write a paragraph explaining why Bethlehem, 
Jerusalem and Nazareth are important places for Christians.  
 

Term Y4 T3 Topic Title 
Objectives Key knowledge and Vocabulary 
 N/A 
Term Y4 T4 Topic Title Why is Easter important to Christians? 
Objectives Key knowledge and Vocabulary 



To learn about the events of Palm 
Sunday. 
To learn about the significance of the 
Last Supper 
To learn about the events that led up 
to Jesus being arrested. 
To find out about the events and 
emotions surrounding the crucifixion 
of Jesus. 
To find out about the events of the 
resurrection and to explore Christian 
beliefs in life after death. 
To learn about the meaning of 
‘Messiah’ for Jesus and to summarise 
the events of Holy Week. 

Know Easter is a Christian festival that celebrates the resurrection of Jesus. 
Know Christians believe that Jesus is the son of God. 
Know they believe he is both fully human and fully God. 
Know the Bible tells Christians that Jesus came to Earth to save people from all the bad things they 
do. 
Know that while he was on Earth, he told people about God and how He wanted them to live their 
lives. 
Know palm crosses are given out in churches on Palm Sunday and they remind Christians of when 
Jesus entered Jerusalem.  
 
The triumph entry to Jerusalem 
Know Jesus had spent months travelling around teaching people about God and performing 
miracles. 
Know he went to Jerusalem but it was very busy because it was the festival of Passover (or Pesach) 
(link to Y3T4) 
Know that Passover is a Jewish festival that begins in March or April and lasts for seven or eight 
days. Passover begins with a special meal that reminds Jewish people of how God helped their 
ancestors escape from Egypt. 
Know Jesus sent his disciples to retrieve a donkey. 
Know they found the donkey and took it back to Jesus and they threw their cloaks over and Jesus got 
on. 
Know the word Hosanna means to save. 
Know people placed their cloaks and palm trees on the floor for Jesus to walk over. 
 
The last supper - from the Gospel of John (Links to Y2T4) 
Know that Jesus knew that the hour had come for him to leave this world and go to the Father. 
Know the Devil had already put into the heart of Judas the thought of betraying Jesus. 
Know that Jesus understood that the Father had given him complete power; he knew that he had 
come from God and was going to God. 
Know that Jesus washed his disciples’ feet. 
Know that a disciple is one of the personal followers of Christ (including his 12 apostles) during his 
earthly life 
Know that Jesus tried to explain what was going to happen to his disciples by breaking bread to 
symbolise his body and drinking wine to represent his blood.  
Know that he told his disciples they should do this to remember him. 



Know Christians today still follow the example of the Last Supper and share bread and wine in 
remembrance of Jesus’ death. This is called the Eucharist (pronounced  yoo·kuh·ruhst) 
 (see link for additional background information -
https://www.bbc.co.uk/religion/religions/christianity/ritesrituals/eucharist_1.shtml ) 
 
Know that Maundy Thursday is the Thursday before Easter, believed to be the day when Jesus 
celebrated his final Passover with His disciples. 
 
Know these famous quotes made by Jesus at the meal - “Take this and eat this. It is my body which is 
broken for you.” and “This wine is my blood shed for you. Drink this and remember me.” 

 
  
The Last Supper Leonardo Da Vinci (1490s) 
 
Know that Jesus went to the Garden of Gethsemane to pray. 
Know that Jesus was disappointed with his disciples because they fell asleep when he was praying. 
Know that the high priest wanted Jesus killed because he went against them. 
Know that Judas sent the soldiers for Jesus and sealed his fate with a kiss. 
Know Jesus was arrested and sent to Pilate. 
Know that Pilate did not want Jesus killed. 



Know the crowd in Jerusalem turned on Jesus and wanted him dead. 
Know that Jesus told Pilate that only God has the power and he is in control. 
Know that Pilate then gave Jesus to the soldiers to take him away to death. 
Know that Jesus was whipped and was made to carry the cross to a hill called Golgotha. 
Know the soldiers nailed Jesus’ feet and hands to the cross. 
Know there were two thieves (bandits) being crucified at the same time. 
Know at 12 o'clock Jesus dies and darkness covered the whole country. 
 
Know that Christians remember the day Jesus died as Good Friday. This is when Christians 
remember the crucifixion of Jesus Christ. It is the Friday before Easter Sunday.  
Study images of crucifixion in art and artefacts - 
 

 
Crucifixion by Theophanes the Cretan Created: mid 16th century (Located in a Greek Monastery) 
 
 
   Image removed                                    Image removed 
 14th Century Crucifix                           18th Century Crucifix 
 
Know that the crucifix is a common icon in Christian art 



 
Listen to ‘St Matthew Passion’ composed by the German composer Johann Sebastian Bach which 
was first performed in 1724. 
This is a piece of music called an oratorio (a large musical composition for orchestra, choir, and 
soloists) telling the story of Jesus’s crucifixion. (Watch excerpts from this video sung in German with 
English subtitles- https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3k4Ph-H5ZO4 ) 
Know that often music is inspired by religious stories and beliefs. Musicologists regard the ‘St. 
Matthew Passion’ as one of the greatest masterpieces of classical sacred music 
 
Know Joseph went to ask Pilate for the body of Jesus. 
 Know Joseph wrapped Jesus in linen and took him to a tomb.  
Know that a tomb is a large grave that is above ground and that usually has a sculpture or other 
decoration on it. 
Know Joseph rolled a large stone in front of the door of the tomb. 
Know that soldiers were put at the tomb to guard it so nobody could steal the body of Jesus. 
Know on the Sunday an angel came down from heaven and rolled the stone away. 
Know that Jesus was not there because he had risen from the dead. He was resurrected. 
Know that resurrection means, in general usage, ‘coming back to life’ but in religious terms means 
‘the rising again of Christ from the tomb three days after his death’. 
This resurrection is celebrated on Easter Sunday. 
 
Know that Holy Week is one of the most important times in the Christian Calendar. Holy Week 
celebrates the events leading up to Jesus’s resurrection on Easter Sunday and is commemorated by 
Christians across the world. 
Know Jesus was sent to earth as the Messiah. 
If you refer to someone as a Messiah, you mean that they are expected to do wonderful things, 
especially to rescue people from a very difficult or dangerous situation, or that they are thought to 
have done these things. 
 
End of unit outcome: Short essay ‘Why is Easter important to Christians?’ 

Term Y4 T5 Topic Title Islamic rites of passage 
Objectives Key knowledge and Vocabulary 
To understand what Islam is and what 
the five pillars are. 

Know the difference between Islam and Muslim 
Islam refers to the faith as a whole and Muslim refers to an individual person (a noun) who follows 
the Islamic religion. 



To explore Muslim birth ceremonies 
and naming days. 
To find out about the Islamic marriage 
ceremony. 
To find out about Muslim funeral 
ceremonies. 
To understand the importance of the 
Hajj for a Muslim person. 

 
Know Islam is based on the five pillars: (Know that a pillar can be either a tall solid structure, which 
is usually used to support part of a building but in this example, it is the most important part of a 
system or what makes it strong and successful. 
Shahadah, Salat, Zakat, Sawm, Hajj 
 
Know Shahadah means that a Muslim must declare there is only one God and that is Allah. 
Know Salat is the Islamic Prayer and consists of five prayers. 
Know Zakat means to be charitable and give to those in need. 
Know Sawm is fasting from dusk until dawn during Ramadan.  
Know the Hajj is a pilgrimage to Mecca. 
 
Birth 
Know when a Muslim baby is born in a Muslim family the father whispers a prayer in the baby’s right 
ear. 
Know this prayer is called the Adhan. 
 
Know the prayer - “God is great. There is no God but Allah. Muhammad is the messenger of Allah. 
Come to prayer.” 
 
Know the naming ceremony lasts for seven days and is called Tasmiyah  
Know the name is given to the baby on the seventh day, this is called Aqeeqah. 
Know at the Aqeeqah ceremony the baby’s hair is shaved and weighed. 
Know the weight of the hair is measured and the same amount in gold is given to charity. 
Know two livestock from the family are sacrificed and a huge feast is cooked. 
Know Muslims must choose a name for their baby that has a strong meaning. 
 
Wedding 
Know the man will ask the woman's family for her hand in marriage as a sign of respect. 
Know that both families have to decide if the marriage will go ahead. 
Know that some Muslims have arranged marriages. 
Know that some Muslims can meet their future husband/wife at work. 
Know the man offers the soon to be wife a payment and this is called Mahr. 
Know the husband and wife say phrases in front of witnesses, this is called Nikah. 



Know they have a meal called the Walima to celebrate the wedding, this can be straight after the 
Nikah or a week later. 
Know sometimes engagement ceremonies are held called Mangni, this is where the bride and 
groom exchange rings and mehndi is placed on the skin. 
Know that mehndi is a paint to decorate the skin (study examples) 
 
Funeral 
Know a funeral is a ceremony held shortly after a person’s death. It usually involves a burial or 
cremation. 
Know that when a Muslim person dies the funeral should take place before sunset the next day. 
Know before the funeral, the body is washed by the family using a traditional Islamic washing 
technique. 
Know that once the body has been washed it gets shrouded (this means wrapped). 
Know that the family says a prayer in a mosque called Salatul Janazah, then once this is said the 
funeral begins. 
Know at the funeral the family stand in three rows (men first, then children and finally women) 
facing Mecca. 
Know that everyone recites the Fatihah, the prayer that asks for Allah’s mercy and guidance. 
Know the body is lowered into the grave and is placed on its right-side facing Mecca. 
Know Muslims believe that a day will come where the dead will be spoken to by God (Allah). This is 
called “The Day of Judgement”. 
 
Story of Hajj 
Know that Hajj in the Arabic language means to go out, heading towards a great aim 
Know that the Hajj story is based on Ibrahim, his wife Hajar and his son Ismail. 
Know that Ibrahim left his wife and son in the desert with little food and water. 
Know that this was a test sent from Allah. 
Know that after a few days the food and water ran out. 
Know she kept running back and forth between Al-Safa and Al-Marwa hills seven times - hoping to 
find food and water, while being patient and praying for Allah. 
Know that this event marks the Hajj ritual Saee. 
Know that Allah sent water for them to drink. 
 
Know that Ibrahim woke up one night after having a dream that he should sacrifice Ismail. 



Know that he thought it was a message sent from Allah. 
Know that he told his son and Ismail told him that he must carry out Allah’s command. 
Know that Ibrahim lay his son on the ground to sacrifice him and a ram appeared instead to kill. 
Know that Ibrahim slaughtered the ram and they had a big celebration which is known as Eid-al-
Adha. 
Know that when Ibrahim was on his way to tell Ismail about the dream, the devil appeared telling 
him not to do it. 
Know that Angel Gabriel appeared and told him to throw stones at the devil. 
Know that this acts as a rejection to the devil. 
 
Know that Allah told Ibrahim to build the Kabah. 
Know that Ibrahim sent his son to find a stone for the corner. 
Know that Angel Gabriel brought him a black stone that was once white. 
Know that it is black because of the sins of the people of Adam, it had turned black. 
Know that this is how Hajj started. 
 
Hajj 
Know a pilgrimage is a journey to a sacred place. 
Know the Hajj is one of the five pillars of Islam. 
Know they make the pilgrimage to be closer to God. 
Know the Hajj provides Muslims with an opportunity to focus on themselves and be more in touch 
with who they are. 
 
Know the key parts of Hajj 
 
Know where Saudi Arabia is on the world map. 
Know that they wear Ihram and this is a plain white cloth. 
Know that they walk around the Kaaba 7 times, anti-clockwise. This can also be spelt as Ka’bah or 
Kabah. 
They then travel to Masjid al Haram and they go to the Safa and Marwa hills and walk between them 
seven times. 
Know that they walk to the valley of Arafat and praise Allah in the open space. 
Know that after this Muslims walk to Muzdalifah and sleep there overnight. Here they collect stones. 
They walk back to Mina and throw the stones at the Jamarat Pillar. 
Know that throwing stones represents rejecting the bad. 



Know that they travel back to Mecca and walk around the Kaaba 7 more times. 
Know that all Muslims will shave or trim their hair on a day known as Eid - al-Adha 
Know that once the pilgrims have completed all the rituals, they are given a new title.  
A man is now a ‘Hajji’ and a woman a ‘Hajja’. 
 
 
End of unit outcome:  To take part in a quiz to recall information about Islamic rites of passage 

Term Y4 T6 Topic Title  
Objectives Key knowledge and Vocabulary 
 N/A 
Term Y5 T1 Topic Title 
Objectives Key knowledge and Vocabulary 
 N/A 
Term Y5 T2 Topic Title Where did the Christian Bible come from? 
Objectives Key knowledge and Vocabulary 
To ask and respond to questions 
about the Bible. 
To learn about the history of the Bible 
and some of its features. 
To investigate the contents of the 
Bible. 
To learn about different translations 
of the Bible and what it means for 
Christians today. 
To understand the difference 
between literal and symbolic truth 
and to reflect on personal emotions. 

Know the best-selling book of all time is the Bible - selling two billion copies worldwide (Know that 2 
billion is represented as 2,000,000,000) 
Know that there are many different versions of the bible. 
Know that the word Bible is derived from the Latin word ‘biblia’ which means book 
Know it is split into two parts - the Old Testament and the New Testament.   
Know the Old Testament contains all stories from before Jesus was born. 
Know the New Testament contains all stories from after Jesus was born. 
Know that there are 66 books altogether in the bible - 39 books in the Old Testament and 27 books 
in the New Testament. 
Know that the first five books in the Old Testament originate from the five books of Moses found in 
the Jewish Torah. 
Know the oldest parts of the Bible were passed down through stories called oral tradition. 
Know that, in the book of Exodus, Moses told the people about the 10 commandments or laws that 
God had set for His people.  
Know the ten commandments as set out here 
 
I am the Lord your God, who brought you out of the land of Egypt, out of the house of bondage. 
 
1. You shall have no other gods before Me. 



2. You shall not make for yourself a carved image 
3. You shall not take the name of the Lord your God in vain 
4. Remember the Sabbath day, to keep it holy. 
5. Honour your father and your mother 
6. You shall not murder. 
7. You shall not commit adultery. (You must keep your marriage promises) 
8. You shall not steal. 
9. You shall not bear false witness against your neighbour. 
10. You shall not covet (desire things that belong to other people) 
 
 
Read and understand the following text from Exodus 20  1-21 
https://www.biblestudytools.com/exodus/20.html 
 
Know that the Ten Commandments can be divided into two parts: The first four Commandments 
deal with Christians’ relationship with God, and the last six Commandments deal with Christians 
relationship with one another. 
 
Know that The Book of Psalms is a collection of 150 hymns, prayers, meditations and poems. Know 
that in Hebrew Psalms means ‘songs of praise’ 
Show example of this statement from Psalms - Psalm 118:1 Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good; 
his love endures forever.  
 
Know that, in Corinthians, Paul wrote a letter to the Christians of Corinth in Greece to try and show 
them what he thought they were doing wrong and how they could become better Christians. God 
will judge those outside. “Expel the wicked person from among you.” 1 Corinthians 5:13 
 
Know that the Gospels (Matthew, Mark, Luke and John) tell the story of Jesus' life, death and 
resurrection. And he took bread, gave thanks and broke it, and gave it to them, saying, “This is my 
body given for you; do this in remembrance of me.” In the same way, after the supper he took the 
cup, saying, “This cup is the new covenant in my blood, which is poured out for you. Luke 22 19-20 
Links to Y4T4 (The Last Supper) 
 
Understand the term resurrection as when a dead person (in this case Jesus) comes back to life 
 



Know that the book of Revelation gives predictions or prophecies about what will happen in the 
future. 
 
Know that Genesis tells the history of the early families of the Bible and often traces back family 
trees hundreds of years. The Creation story (links to Y1T2) is included in this section. 
 
Know that until around the 15th century, most Bibles in Europe were written in Latin. This meant 
that only scholars and people with an education could understand them.  
Know that most people went to church and listened to the Bible without understanding what it was 
about. 
Know that Christians believe that the Bible is the word of God and that it shows them how God 
wants them to live their lives. 
Know that Christians use the Bible to pray, to find inspiration and to comfort them in times of 
trouble. 
 
The Creation Story - Adam and Eve (Good vs Evil link) Links to Y3 T4 
(https://www.biblestudytools.com/genesis/2.html ) 
Know that God made the earth and formed a man from the earth. He was called Adam. 
Know that he placed Adam in the garden of Eden. 
Know that this was an earthly paradise. 
Know that, according to some religions, paradise is a wonderful place where people go after they 
die, if they have led good lives (Study painting by Johann Wenzel Peter below) 
Know that in the middle of the garden stood the “tree of knowledge of good and evil.” 
(Further background knowledge regarding the concept of good and evil in religion is found here - 
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Good_and_evil) 
God told Adam that he could eat fruit of any tree but not the tree of ‘knowledge of good and evil’ or 
he would die. 
This fruit is known as forbidden fruit. Know that this is a phrase used to describe anything which is 
pleasurable but is not allowed. 
Know that Adam was lonely. God recognized this, and caused Adam to fall into a deep sleep. He then 
took one of Adam’s ribs from him, which he fashioned into a woman, who was called Eve (Genesis 
2:21-22). Adam was delighted with his new mate. They were both innocent and did not understand 
good and evil. 
Know that the serpent told them that they would not die if they ate the fruit from the tree. 
Understand the symbolism of a serpent https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Serpent_(symbolism)  



Know that Eve took the fruit from the tree, ate some and gave some to Adam to eat. 
Know that God punished the serpent and Adam and Eve for what they had done. 
Know that God then banished or expelled them from the Garden of Eden. (Genesis 3:23) 
 
Know that the story of Adam and Eve teaches Christians how man was once innocent but committed 
a sin by eating the fruit (often called original sin) and is now repenting for his sins. Know that 
repenting means being sorry for something. 
 
Understand the idea of the Fall of Man linked to the story of Adam and Eve. Understand that this is 
often linked to the idea of Original Sin. (https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Fall_of_man) 
 

 



Johann Wenzel Peter - Adam and Eve in the Earthly Paradise (1800-1829)

 
Benjamin West - The Expulsion of Adam and Eve from Paradise (1791) 
 
 
End of unit outcome: To retell the story of Adam and Eve  
 

Term Y5 T3 Topic Title 
Objectives Key knowledge and Vocabulary 
 N/A 
Term Y5 T4 Topic Title Jewish worship and community 
Objectives Key knowledge and Vocabulary 
To find out about some of the key 
features of worship in Judaism. 
To understand the significance of 
prayer in Judaism. 
To find out the meaning of Jewish 
rituals in relation to joining the Jewish 
community. 
To find out how belonging to a faith 
community affects your actions. 

Know Judaism is one of the oldest religions in the world (links to Y3T4). 
Know Judaism was started by a man called Abraham 4000 years ago. 
Know Abraham was the first person to believe in one supreme God.  
Know that religions that believe in one god are called monotheistic religions compared to 
polytheistic religions which have a belief in more than one god. 
Know that the suffix ‘mono’ means one and ‘poly’ means many. 
Know Judaism was also the start of two other world religions: Christianity and Islam. 
Know the Jewish holy book is called the Torah. 
Know the Torah is also the Old Testament of the bible. 



To explore how faith is expressed 
through worship. 

Know Abraham and his sons, Isaac and Jacob, are known as the patriarchs of Judaism. 
Know Jews worship in a synagogue or temple. 
Know there are different types of Jews - Orthodox and Reformed Jews 
Know synagogues are typically for Orthodox Jews and Temples are for Reformed Jews. 
Know the Jewish holy book is called the Torah. 
Know the Torah is the first 5 books of the Jewish bible also known as the 5 books of Moses. 
Know Jews believe God dictated the Torah to Moses 50 days after their exodus from Egyptian 
slavery. 
Know they believe it tells Jews how God wants them to live their lives. 
Know it contains 613 commandments, the most famous of which are the Ten Commandments. 
Know that a commandment is a rule. 
Know the Torah is written in Hebrew. 
Know the Torah is often written on a scroll. 
Know another important Jewish book is the siddur and it is a prayer book. 
Know the word ‘siddur’ in Hebrew means ‘order’. 
Know that in the siddur it has prayers in order that you should follow in a set order throughout the 
year. 
 
Shabbat 
Know that Shabbat is the most important day in the Jewish week and it means day of rest. 
Know that Shabbat begins on Friday at sundown and ends on Saturday at sundown.  
Know that Shabbat is a day for families to spend time with each other. 
Know that more observant Jews do not allow any work to be done on the Sabbath, including driving 
a car or cooking. 
Know that Jews will wish each other ‘Shabbat Shalom’ during this time, meaning ‘have a peaceful 
rest’. 
Know that on a Friday evening a special meal is shared and a special bread called challah is made. 
Know that on a Saturday most Jews visit the synagogue where special prayers are said. 
 
Prayer  
Know observant Jews pray three times a day. 
Know most Jewish men wear a Kippah (hat) when they pray. 
Know the Kippah is worn as a sign of respect. 
Know Some Jews wear a special prayer shawl called a tallit when they pray. 



Know a small box called a tefillin, which has prayers inside called Shema and passages from the 
Torah, is strapped to the head of a Jew and one to the left arm so that it is near the heart. This is to 
encourage them to think about God. 
 
Jewish community 
Know boys are circumcised eight days after they are born - this is called Brit Milah. 
Know the girls have a naming ceremony called Simchat Bat 
Know when a Jewish boy turns 13, he is classed as an adult in the Jewish community. 
Know when a Jewish girl turns 12/13 she is classed as an adult in the Jewish community. 
Know they become Bar Mitzvah which means ‘son of commandment’. 
Know at 12, girls become Bat Mitzvah which means ‘daughter of commandment’. 
Know during the Bar Mitzvah ceremony the boy is called to read from the Torah. 
Know a Bar or Bat Mitzvah is a special time for the parents too as it marks the end of their religious 
responsibility over their children. 
Know once a child reaches Bar or Bat Mitzvah, their parents are no longer responsible for any sins 
they commit. 
 
Know that Jewish people help out local communities and communities around the world. 
Tzedakah is the term used for charity - giving to the poor, the needy and to other good causes. 
Know Tzedakah (pronounced zee-da-ka) is a duty in Judaism. 
Know Jewish law states that a person should give ten per cent of their income as tzedakah. 
Know that Jews keep a tzedakah box in their homes to collect money. 
Know there are 8 levels to Tzedakah. 
 
Know in Hebrew, the word ‘rabbi’ means ‘my master’ and is the name given to a Jewish spiritual 
leader or teacher. 
Know a Rabbi usually leads worship at the synagogue and performs ceremonies such as weddings. 
Know a cantor, also known as a chazzan, is someone who leads the congregation in prayer by singing 
or chanting. 
Know that Cantor comes from the Latin word for singer 
Know the Torah is central to worship services. 
Know the Torah is kept in the Ark when it is not being read. This is an ornamental chamber where 
the Torah scrolls are kept. 
Know that throughout the year the whole Torah will be read. 
Know the Torah scrolls are unfurled on a special raised platform called a Bimah. 



Know the Torah is not directly touched whilst it is being read because it is considered sacred. A 
pointer called a yad is used instead.  
Know the yad is in the shape of a hand with a finger pointing to the words. 
Know the star of David is the main symbol of the Jews. 
Know what the star of David looks like.  
 
End of unit outcome: Write a report about Judaism to Include the subheadings Shabbat, Prayer 
and Jewish Community. 
 

Term Y5 T5 Topic Title 
Objectives Key knowledge and Vocabulary 
 N/A 
Term Y5 T6 Topic Title Stories of Christianity 
Objectives Key knowledge and Vocabulary 
To explore the themes of the Bible 
and identify familiar stories. 
To explore the story of Ruth and 
Naomi 
To explore the story of Daniel and 
relate this to religious persecution 
today. 
To explore the parables of Jesus 
To find out about Christian baptism 
through the story of John the Baptist. 
To find out about Paul and the early 
church. 

Know that Christians believe that the Bible is the story of God and his people from the beginning of 
time until after the life, death and resurrection of Jesus. 
Know that reading Bible stories helps Christians to understand about God. 
Know that stories about other people in the past who believed in God, and exploring how God was 
with them through difficult or unexpected situations, helps Christians understand how to trust God 
and live how he wants them to live for themselves. 
 
Ruth and Naomi (Old Testament) 
A man called Elimelech lived in Bethlehem with his wife Naomi and two sons. 
When the sons were young a famine came to the land. 
Elimelech decided to move his family to the country of Moab where there would be more food. 
Elimelech and his family believed in God but the people of Moab had their own Gods that they 
worshipped. 
Elimelech died leaving Naomi with her two sons. 
Both sons ended up marrying Moabite women and they all lived happily together for the next ten 
years. 
Both Naomi’s sons died and she was left with her two daughter-in-laws (Orpah and Ruth) 
Naomi went back to Bethlehem with Orpah and Ruth. 
Naomi told the women to go back to Moab but Ruth stayed with her. 
When they arrived in Bethlehem, they had no men to look after them so they had to earn their own 
living. 



Ruth worked in the fields gathering grain to make sure Naomi had enough to eat. 
The owner of the field (Boaz) told her to stay working there and she could drink from the buckets if 
she needed a drink. 
Ruth was overwhelmed by the generosity as she was a foreigner. 
Boaz said that God will repay her for her kindness of looking after Naomi now that her husband and 
sons had died. 
Ruth and Boaz married and they had a son. 
Naomi believed God had repaid the kindness she had shown. 
 
Know the story of Daniel and the Lion’s den (Old Testament) 
During the reign of King Darius, there were three vice-regents who helped the king run the kingdom. 
Daniel was the most impressive and he was put in charge of governing the whole kingdom. 
The other vice-regents were jealous and tried to make him fall from grace but they could not find 
anything that he did wrong. 
The only way that they could get rid of him was to use his religion against him. 
They made King Darius to pass a decree (law) that forbids anyone to pray to any god or human 
except the king for the next 30 days or they will be thrown in the lion’s den. 
Daniel heard the decree but still prayed to God three times a day. 
Daniel knew that praying to God was more important than any law. 
The vice-regents caught Daniel praying and went to tell King Darius. 
King Darius didn't want to punish Daniel but the law couldn’t be changed. 
Daniel was thrown into the Lion’s den. 
The next day Daniel was alive in the den, he said the Lord sent his angels and they closed the mouths 
of the lions. 
They didn’t hurt him because God knew he had not done wrong by him. 
The king ordered the accusers to be thrown to the lions. 
The lions killed them. 
King Darius ordered everyone to worship Daniel’s God. 
 
Know that in some countries you are not allowed to worship God and if you are caught you will be 
persecuted. 
Know the Bible states that those who suffer for believing in Jesus will be richly rewarded in Heaven. 
 
 
 



Know that Genesis is the first book of the Old Testament. 
Know the Old Testament tells the story from the very beginning when God created the world up to 
the time just before Jesus was born. 
  
Know Revelations is the first book of the New Testament. 
Know the New Testament tells the story of the birth of Jesus and how the church began. The New 
Testament ends with the prediction of what will happen when Jesus comes to earth again. 
Know that Jesus is the focal point of the New Testament. 
Know the New Testament starts with four books called the Gospels. 
Know a parable is a story that is told to illustrate a moral or spiritual lesson (these can be made up 
or true stories to teach people something important). 
 
The Parable of the Lost Sheep 
Know that Jesus spent a long time with tax collectors and sinners. 
Know this made the Pharisees angry. Pharisees were teachers of the law who didn’t like some of the 
things Jesus was teaching. 
Know Jesus told them a story to help them understand… 
Suppose you have 100 sheep and 1 goes missing, the farmer would go and look for this sheep. 
When he finds the sheep, he will rejoice and take it back to the other sheep. 
  
In the same way there will be more rejoicing in heaven over one sinner who repents than over 
ninety-nine righteous people who do not need to repent. 
 
Know in the story the sheep represent people and Jesus represents the shepherd. 
Know he uses the analogy that he loves and looks after his people, just as a shepherd looks after his 
sheep. 
Know when the sheep is lost this represents when a person separates themselves from God by doing 
things that are wrong (sinning). 
Know the shepherd is really happy when he finds his lost sheep, in the same way that God is really 
happy when someone who lived a bad life comes back to him and lives a good life. 
 
Know that baptism is a Christian rite of passage which involves water being used as a symbol of 
purification and regeneration. 



Know in some churches babies are baptised to welcome them to the church family and in some 
churches, they wait until the child is old enough to decide themselves if they want to be part of the 
church. 
Know John was the first person to perform the rite of baptism 
 
Know the story of John the Baptist (links to Y2T4) 
A priest named Zechariah and his wife Elizabeth wanted a baby but she was too old. 
They followed all of God’s commandments and were righteous people. 
An angel appeared to Zechariah and said he will have a son and he must call him John. 
John will prepare the way of the Lord and will lead people back to God. 
Zechariah did not believe and because of this the angel took his voice until John was born. 
Zechariah tried to tell people what had happened but he couldn’t. 
While Elizabeth was pregnant her relative Mary was also visited by an angel who told her she would 
have a son called Jesus. 
Elizabeth gave birth to a son and named him John. 
John grew up to be a man of strong character. 
John started baptising people in the River Jordan. 
He baptised people who had turned away from their old ways and realised they had done wrong. 
Those who wanted to do right by God were washed and baptised. 
The Pharisees (pronounced fa·ruh·seez) didn’t like what John was doing. 
When Jesus was ready to start his public mission, he went to John at the 
River Jordan.  
Jesus asked John to baptise him, he saw the Holy Spirit coming down from heaven like a dove and 
resting on Jesus. 
He knew that this man was the Messiah.  
John told people about Jesus and some of the people who heard him started following Jesus. 
These men became the first disciples of Jesus. 
 
Know the rite of baptism is symbolic. The water represents being washed of your old life and being 
born again to a new life with God. 
 
Know the story of Saul 
After Jesus had ascended to heaven to be with God his disciples carried on telling the word of God.  
Many people began to follow the teachings of Jesus. 
Many of the Pharisees and teachers of the old Jewish law thought the new Christians were wrong. 



They didn’t believe Jesus was the son of God and they didn’t think people should be following them. 
They persecuted Christians, putting them in jail, torturing them and sometimes even stoning them 
to death for their beliefs. 
Saul of Tarsus was a dangerous man for Christians, Saul’s parents were Pharisees and he had been 
brought up to believe in the old Jewish laws. 
He would arrest people for following Jesus as he believed they were going against God. 
Saul was travelling to Damascus to warn synagogues about the preaching of Jesus. 
A bright light from heaven flashed around him and Jesus asked him why he was being so cruel. 
Jesus told him to go to Damascus and he will be told what to do. 
After Jesus went, he was blind and couldn’t see for three days. 
A man named Ananais (pronounced  an-uh- ny-uhs) had a vision from God to find Saul. He told him 
to put his hands on him so that he could see again. 
He told Saul that God had sent him and he wants you to now see and be filled with the Holy Spirit. 
Saul went on to preach about how Jesus was indeed God’s son.  
At first the Christians didn't believe him and thought it was a trick but eventually they believed him 
and he spent the rest of his life spreading the good news of Jesus. 
 
End of unit outcome: Recall knowledge about the stories of Ruth and Daniel for a quiz. 

Term Y6 T1 Topic Title 
Objectives Key knowledge and Vocabulary 
 N/A 
Term Y6 T2 Topic Title Stories of Hinduism (5 weeks) How do people express their faith through the arts? (2 

weeks) 
Objectives Key knowledge and Vocabulary 
Part 1 
To understand that Hindus believe 
God is represented in different forms. 
To explore how Krishna is represented 
in Hindu stories. 
To explore Hindu teachings on 
success. 
To explore the theme of punishment 
and forgiveness in a Hindu story. 
To explore a Hindu teaching about 
telling the truth. 

Context of study - Pupils have studied Hinduism before and will be familiar with the story of 
Brahma, Vishnu, Rama, Sitra and Shiva 
 
Part 1 
Know that Hinduism is the main religion of South Asia. 
Know how to interpret the map below to identify where Hinduism is prevalent. 
  
Know that Hinduism is a collection of points of view, rather than a rigid set of beliefs. 
Know that many Hindus believe that religion is about what you do, not what you believe. For 
example, being honest, looking after others, having patience and showing compassion are seen to 
be duties that should always be upheld. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Know that duties are tasks you believe that you ought to do it because it is your responsibility - 
Religions often have certain duties associated with them. 
Know that reincarnation is an important Hindu belief. 
Know that reincarnation is the belief that on the death of the body the soul moves to or is born 
again in another body. 
Know that Hindus believe the soul passes through different lives depending on how it lived. This is 
called Karma. 
Know that in religions such as Hinduism and Buddhism, karma is the belief that your actions in this 
life affect all your future lives. 
Know that the concept of reincarnation is more prevalent in religions from South Asia such as 
Hinduism and Buddhism. 
 
Know that Hindus believe there are four goals in life : 
1.Moksha  (enlightenment) - Finishing the cycle of reincarnation to unite with Brahma, the universal 
soul. This can be achieved through acquiring spiritual knowledge and working selflessly for society. 
2. Dharma (righteousness) - Following the code of duties, rights, laws, conducts and virtues in your 
life.  
3. Artha (wealth)- Lawfully making material gains  
4. Kama (desire) - the pursuit of pleasure 
 
Read text on Hinduism here  
 
 
Gods 
Image removed                    Image removed               Image removed  
Brahma                                    Rama                               Vishnu 
 
 
Image removed                       Image removed  
Shiva                                          Krishna 
Brahma 
Know that Brahma is known as the creator. 
Know that Brahma is a universal soul that can take many forms. 
Know that Brahma has three main forms - Brahma, Vishnu and Shiva. They are called the Trimurti. 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Vishnu 
Know that Vishnu is known as the preserver. 
Know that Rama is the seventh avatar of Vishnu and is considered to be one of the most important. 
 
Shiva 
Know that Shiva is known as the destroyer. 
 
Krishna 
Know that Krishna is known as the supreme deity and the eighth avatar of Vishnu. 
Know that he delivered a famous message known as the Bhagavad Gita which asks people to act 
selflessly. 
 
Know the story of Knapper the hunter (Thinnanar) 
Know that Thinnanar was an excellent hunter. He could use a bow and arrow, a sword, a spear and a 
knife with equal skill.  
Know that he was made chief of hunting. 
He went hunting with two of his friends called Nannan and Kaadan. 
Know that a wild boar cut through their hunting net and escaped.  
Know that Thinnanar caught and killed it.  
Know that they decided to eat it. 
Know that they went to the hill Thirikkaalaththy, it is where Lord Shiva resides in the form of 
Shivalinga - he wanted to worship him who is known as Kudumithevar. 
Know that the sight of Lord Shiva in the form of Shivalinga made him forget everything else. 
Know that his friends were worried and went to tell Thinnanar’s father. 
Know that Thinnanar gave him food and water and guarded Shiva through the night. 
Know that Thinnanar gave Shiva his eye and offered his left eye before the Lord told him to stop. 
Know that Lord Shiva would be Thinnanar’s personal guard forever. From then on Thinnanar was 
known as Knappar Nayanar. 
 
Know how Krishna is represented in Hindu stories - 
To know he delivered a famous message known as the Bhagavad Gita which asks people to act 
selflessly.  
Know the following stories and the messages that are conveyed: 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Krishna the butter thief -  Some Hindus say the story teaches its reader not to disobey elders and 
that stealing is wrong. Others think that Krishna took the butter to give pleasure to his devotees and 
that he could not be accused of stealing as everything on earth belongs to God. 
 
Krishna and Sudama - Most Hindus think this story teaches its reader that true love doesn’t 
distinguish between rich and poor or people of different statuses.  
Know that this story is often used to remind Hindus about Krishna’s true love. 
 
Know that the cow in Hindu society was seen as a maternal figure or a caretaker.  
Know that cows were a symbol of wealth and unselfish giving as Hindus relied on them to survive. 
Know that they consumed their dairy products, tilled fields with them and used their dung as 
fertiliser and fuel. 
Know that Krishna helped to look after cows and enjoyed eating their butter. 
 
Know the following stories and the messages that are conveyed: 
The fruit of service - Many Hindus believe this story is significant because it emphasises there is no 
need for greed.  
Know that it reminds people to be content with what they have and not to become obsessed with 
gaining riches. 
 
The sesame scholar - shows what can be achieved with courage and determination. Knowing 
perseverance helps to achieve success. 
 
Know that a Brahman is a type of Hindu priest. 
Know that a Brahman spends his time with good people and studies the scriptures. 
 
Know the story of Ajamil  
Know that Ajamil is a Brahman. 
Know that he chose to spend time with people who liked to do the wrong thing, and started to lie. 
Know that he had a son named Narayan. 
Know that when Ajamil was old his health started to fail. 
Know that he knew that he was suffering because of his bad decisions in his life. 
Know that he prayed to God in his last days. 
Know that due to God’s grace his health returned and he was allowed to live much longer. 
Know he spent the rest of his life being a good person. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Part 2 
To understand how colour can be 
used to express religious feelings and 
ideas. 
To find out how Islamic art helps 
Muslims to worship 

 
Know that the word transformation means ‘a marked change in form, nature or appearance’. 
Know that a life transformation would be when someone’s life changes dramatically. 
 
Know the story of Kabir  
Know that Kabir was weaving and humming in his home. 
Know that the front door was flung open by an intruder.  
Know that the intruder demanded, Kabir helped him hide from the police. 
Know that Kabir pointed to some bales of cotton and said, “There you will be safe.” 
Know that a little while later a policeman came to his door to look for the thief. 
Know that Kabir silently pointed towards the cotton.  
Know that the policeman looked at Kabir and decided he was lost in his own world.  
Know that the policeman did not take him seriously and he hurried on. 
Know that after some time the thief emerged and confronted Kabir.  
Know that Kabir said, “My dear friend, I spoke the truth since I was sure only the truth was 
capable of protecting you. If I had lied, we would have both been in trouble.  
Know the thief then stopped breaking the law and became Kabir’s disciple. 
 
 
Part 2 
Know members of the clergy in Christian churches (such as priests, ministers or vicars) wear clothes 
called vestments. 
Know that the clergy are the official leaders of the religious activities of a particular group of 
believers, usually from the Christian church. 
 
There are lots of colours that symbolise different Christian ideas and beliefs. 

Red Red is used to symbolise the blood of Christ and the coming of the Holy 
Spirit. 

Green Green symbolises creation, faith and hope. 

White White is a colour of celebration. It symbolises peace, love, purity, 
innocence and triumph. 
 



Purple Purple is used for times of preparation, such as Advent or Lent. 

Black Black is a colour associated with death 
and mourning. 

 
Study the following pictures and identify use of colour and symbols 
 
 

          
Sistine Madonna (1512) – Raphael            Transfiguration (1520) – Raphael 
 



                              
Velazquez -Christ, Crucified (1632)                          Bellini - Virgin and Child (1465) 
 
Understand that the crown of thorns in the Velazquez painting symbolises Jesus’s suffering for us 
 
Islamic Art 
Know that Muslims believe it is wrong to have images or statues of religious figures. 
Know that Muslims do not have pictures of Muhammad or other religious figures because they do 
not wish to worship anyone but Allah. They believe that if there are pictures and statues of people 
to look at during worship, it is considered idolatry which is a sin.   
Know that an idol is a statue or other object that is worshipped by people who believe that it is a 
god and that idolatry is the worship of idols. 
Know that there are no pictures of Allah either since Muslims consider him to be beyond image. 
 



Know that Islamic art focuses instead on calligraphy and arabesque patterns.  
Know that calligraphy is beautiful and artistic handwriting. 
Know that Arabesque refers to a pattern of curving lines layered with 
intertwined elements, like vines and leaves, and abstract forms that don't 
resemble anything found in nature. Decorative arabesque patterns can be 
found covering surfaces on buildings like mosques, as well as items like 
ceramic tiles and glassware. 
 
Know that the development of Islamic calligraphy is tied to the Qur'an; 
chapters and excerpts from the Qur'an are a common text upon which Islamic 
calligraphy is based.  
Know that Islamic calligraphy is not limited to strictly religious subjects, objects, or spaces. 
           
 
Image removed                                           Image removed 
Turkish Arabesque Tile                              Arabesque patterns in a mosque 
Compare Arabesque work with that of William Morris studied in Year 5 
 
Study of Hassan Massoudy 
Know that Hassan Massoudy is a famous Islamic calligraphy artist from Iraq 
Study the following works 

    



     
Other works available here- https://octobergallery.co.uk/artists/massoudy?slug=massoudy/ 
 
End of unit outcome:  Create artwork inspired by the work of Massoudy  
 

Term Y6 T3 Topic Title 
Objectives Key knowledge and Vocabulary 
 N/A 
Term Y6 T4 Topic Title What is the Quran and why is it important to Muslims? 
Objectives Key knowledge and Vocabulary 
To identify the meaning of the word 
‘sacred’ and to explore why the 
Qur’an is important to Muslims. 
To know what the Qur’an teaches 
about God and to reflect on your own 
ideas about God. 
To know that the behaviour of 
Muslims is influenced by the Qur’an. 
To study ways in which Muslim 
children learn about the Qur’an. 

Know that the Qur’an is the holy book of Islam. 
Know Muslims believe the Qur’an to be the literal word of God. 
Know they have certain rules for handling the Quran to show it respect. 
Know they believe the Quran is sacred. 
Know Muslims perform ritual washings or ablutions before handling the Qur’an. 
Know the Qur’an is kept on a special stand called a rihal. 
Know when the Qur’an is stored, it is placed on the highest shelf, above all other books. 
Know a cloth is used to cover the Qur’an when it is not being used. 
 
 



To be able to explain the significance 
of the Quran to Muslims today. 

Know the story of God revealing the Qur’an to Muhammad 
Know Muhammad was born in 570. 
Know he was born in Mecca. 
Know both his parents had died and he was raised by his uncle and grandfather. 
Know Muhammad worked as a camel driver and gained the reputation of being trustworthy and 
honest. 
Know Muhammad married Khadijah when he was 25. 
Know the people of Mecca worshipped many idols and were very materialistic. 
Know when Muhammad was 40, angel Gabriel appeared to him and told him to recite a message 
from God to the world. 
Know Muhammad was now a messenger for God. 
Know these revelations continued until Muhammad died in 632. 
Know these revelations were written down to form the Quran. 
Know every chapter of the Quran begins with the recitation of the Bismillah (pronounced 
bi·smi·luh). 
 
Know Bismillah means - In the name of God, most Merciful, most Compassionate. 
Know that merciful means that you show kindness and forgiveness to people. 
Know that compassionate means that they feel or show pity, sympathy and understanding for 
people who are suffering. 
Know in the Qur’an there are 99 names for God (Allah) that show his qualities. 
Here are five of them: 
Al-Quddus - The Pure One 
Al-Ghaffer - The Forgiving 
Al-Wahhab - The Giver of All 
Al-Hakam - The Judge 
Al-Mujib - The Responder to Prayer 
 
Know Muslims believe that God tells them how they should live their lives through the Qur’an. 
Know Muslim children also go to Madrasah, which is a school at the mosque. 
Know that at the Madrasah children learn to speak Arabic. 
Know that at the Madrasah the children study the teachings of the Quran. 
Know that at the Madrasah they learn about Islam. 
 



End of unit outcome:  To write a response to the question ‘What is the Qu’ran and why is it 
important to Muslims?’ 

Term Y6 T5 Topic Title What happens when we die? 
Objectives Key knowledge and Vocabulary 
To understand that sadness is felt by 
everyone at some points during their 
lives. 
 
To understand how the death of a 
person is marked and commemorated 
in different religions and 
communities. 
 
To express your own ideas, and 
understand the ideas of others, about 
what happens when a person dies. 
 
To understand that it is important to 
express the emotions that you feel. 
 
To think of practical ways of 
remembering someone who has died. 

Know that being ‘bereaved’ means losing a close friend, family member or loved one when they die. 
Know that when you die the heart stops beating; blood stops circulating around the body. 
Know the breathing stops completely. 
Know the person loses consciousness, then all activity in the brain ceases. 
Know all living things eventually die. 
Know death is a natural stage in the cycle of all life on Earth. 
Know that it is a part of life for everyone, and something that all living things, plants and animals, 
have in common. 
Know that external factors can be a reason why people or animals die such as diseases, serious 
illnesses, accidents, or in the case of animals, being hunted. 
Know that all living things will eventually die of old age if their death is not first caused by an 
external factor. 
Know that the cells which make up every part of a plant or animal are constantly reproduced and 
replaced throughout the organism’s lifetime.  
Know that in old age, the rate at which these cells are replaced slows down, until the organs stop 
working properly. 
Know that the scientific term for death caused by ageing is ‘cessation’. 
Know that when a person dies, the body begins to decompose. 
Know that this means that its various parts start to break down. Because of this, it is important to 
preserve the body or dispose of it. 
Know that many people choose to donate some of their organs, or their whole body when they die. 
The organs may be used in an operation to save another person’s life. 
Know that scientists and doctors can use donated bodies to learn how to perform operations, to 
develop new surgery techniques and to find cures for diseases. 
Know that in the United Kingdom many people choose burials - the body is placed in a coffin and 
buried under the ground. 
 
Christian Views on funerals 
Know that Christian funeral services can differ but they all have key elements 
Know that there is a service by a priest or minister 
Know that the people who attend a funeral are called mourners 



Know that after someone dies, Christians believe that all those who die are brought before God. 
Know that the service includes readings from the Bible and speeches about the person who has 
died. 
Know that a eulogy is read. Know that a eulogy is a tribute to the person’s life. 
Know that poems and songs are sung. 
Know that after the ceremony the dead person will be buried or cremated. 
Know that if the person is buried that when it is lowered into the ground it is called a committal.  
Know that if the person is cremated then their ashes will be kept in an urn. 
 
 
Islamic beliefs on the afterlife 
Know that the afterlife is an essential belief for Muslims 
Know that Muslims refer to the afterlife as ‘akhirah’ 
Know that Allah decides when someone is going to die. 
Know that Muslims believe that when you have died you will stay in your graves until Yawn al-din. 
Know that Yawn al-din means judgement day. 
Know that if you have performed more good deeds you will go to Jannah (paradise) 
Know that if you have performed more bad deeds you will go to Jahannam (Hell)  
Know that Muslims believe Allah is forgiving, merciful and compassionate. 
Know that Muslims believe that angels perform jobs for God. 
Know that the angels perform the good and bad deeds in a book. 
Know that Israfil is an angel, who will sound the trumpet that signals the beginning of the 
resurrection of the dead. 

Know that Izra’il is an angel, whose role is to separate the souls of the dying from their bodies. 

Know that Munkar and Nakir are both angels, who visit the dead in the grave and ask them 
questions before their final judgement by Allah. 

Hindu Beliefs on the afterlife 
Know that Hindus believe in Samsara - which is birth, death and then rebirth. 
Know that Hindus believe in reincarnation. 
Know that when a person dies their atman (soul) is reborn into a different body. 
Know that Hindus believe in Karma - every action has a consequence 
Know that the ultimate aim of Hinduism is to leave the cycle of rebirth and become one with the god 



Brahma. This is called Moksha. 
Know that most Hindus believe that good merit is achieved by following your dharma (aims in life). 

Know that the Bhagavad Gita details four different ways that moksha can be achieved: karma yoga - 
a type of Hindu religious practice that involves selfless service to others bhakti yoga - the path of 
loving devotion, aimed at developing pure love of God jnana yoga - a type of Hindu meditation, the 
path of knowledge that aims at liberation meditation - thinking quietly as a spiritual or religious 
exercise 

Know this important saying from the Bhagavad Gita ‘As a person casts off worn-out clothes and puts 
on new ones, so does the atman cast off worn out bodies and enter new ones.’ 

Non-religious view of life after death 

Know that non-religious people can still believe in a heaven, hell or reincarnation.  

Know that nonreligious people can be known as atheists, humanists or agnostics. 

Know that the Catholics believe that non-religious people will not go to heaven. 

 
Know Dylan Thomas, who was a Welsh poet, wrote a poem about his dying father: Do not go gentle 
into that good night 
Know the opening verse by heart 
Listen to Dylan Thomas reading the poem here 
 
Do Not Go Gentle Into That Good Night by Dylan Thomas (1951) 
 
Do not go gentle into that good night, 
Old age should burn and rave at close of day; 
Rage, rage against the dying of the light. 
 
Though wise men at their end know dark is right, 
Because their words had forked no lightning, they 



Do not go gentle into that good night. 
 
Good men, the last wave by, crying how bright 
Their frail deeds might have danced in a green bay, 
Rage, rage against the dying of the light. 
 
Wild men who caught and sang the sun in flight, 
And learn, too late, they grieved it on its way, 
Do not go gentle into that good night. 
 
Grave men, near death, who see with blinding sight 
Blind eyes could blaze like meteors and be gay, 
Rage, rage against the dying of the light. 
 
And you, my father, there on the sad height, 
Curse, bless me now with your fierce tears, I pray. 
Do not go gentle into that good night. 
Rage, rage against the dying of the light. 
 
End of unit outcome:  To write own personal view of what happens after death  
 

Term Y6 T6 Topic Title 
Objectives Key knowledge and Vocabulary 
 N/A 

 
 
 
APPENDIX: Y6 Hinduism text 
 
With nearly a billion followers in India, Nepal, and other parts of the globe, Hinduism is the world’s third-largest religion after 
Christianity and Islam. Unlike many world religions, Hinduism has no known spiritual founder, such as the Buddha, Jesus, or 
Prophet Muhammad. The authors and dates of its sacred texts are also unknown. However, Hinduism is an ancient religion. The 



term Hindu is derived from local names for the Indus River and refers to a wide variety of traditions and philosophies that have 
developed in India over thousands of years. 

Hinduism is a way of life that its followers adopt, not a set of rigid beliefs or practices. It is inclusive, embracing a diversity of beliefs. 
Hinduism has many signposts showing the different spiritual paths available to different types of people. It accepts the reality that 
spiritual and intellectual needs vary and insists that each person must be guided by his or her own spiritual experience. Individuals 
are free to choose the kind of god that they want to worship in the spiritual method that they find appropriate or not worship any god 
at all. The Hindu belief that oneness and manyness are not true opposites is expressed in a translation from the Rig Veda, a sacred 
text written in Sanskrit: “Truth is one, sages call it by many names.” While many Hindus are devoted followers of Shiva or Vishnu, 
others focus on the divine self, or atman. Still, most Hindus believe in one God who in the highest form is known as Brahman, the 
universal soul. Brahman is immanent, which means within and about us, and also transcendent, or outside material existence and 
the limits of time and space. 

The religious practices of Hindus vary. Devotion may be given to God through rituals or in fulfilling the duties of family life. Others 
seek realization through concentrated meditation. In prayer, while Hindus often use idols, or representations of a particular deity or 
god, they do not worship these idols. Rather, they perceive God, the true object of worship, as superimposed on the idol. Hindus 
more commonly pray alone than worship in a congregation. 

Hindus believe that there are four goals in human life: kama, the pursuit of pleasure; artha, the pursuit of material success; dharma, 
leading a just and good life; and moksha, enlightenment, which frees a person from suffering and unites the individual soul with 
Brahman. Most Hindus believe that every living thing has a soul and that all souls are eternal. They also believe that every living 
thing is reborn repeatedly in the cycle of death and rebirth (samsara), in accordance with the cause and effect of the actions and 
deeds that a person had performed in life (karma). A person’s karma determines whether the next life will be better or worse. 
Working hard, being compassionate, and doing one’s duty are actions that produce good karma, which ensures a better life than 
this one. Being lazy, selfish, and wicked are actions that produce bad karma, which results in poorer circumstances. 

Hindus believe that their souls will be repeatedly reincarnated to work toward moksha. In keeping with these beliefs, Hindus strive 
to live in a way that will cause each of their lives to be better than the life before. For example, they value purity and proper 
conduct, even in their ordinary activities. Bathing, dressing, cooking, and eating are each performed in a customary way. Because 
most forms of Hinduism practice ahimsa, or nonviolence, most Hindus are vegetarians. 

 


