
Yearly Overview Year 5 
 

 Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1  Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 

Topic  Life in the Rainforest The Mayan 
Civilisation 

Amazing Authors 
C.S. Lewis 

What makes Oldham 
special? 

Great Inventions  Natural Disasters 

Trips  Chester Zoo   Oldham Gallery   

Class Novel The Shaman’s Apprentice 
 
The Great Kapok Tree 

The Firework Maker’s 
Daughter 
 
Rain Player 

The Lion, The Witch 
and the Wardrobe 

Street Child by Berlie 
Doherty 

The Incredible 
Adventures of 
Professor 
Branestawm by 
Norman Hunter 

The Tempest by 
William Shakespeare 
(abridged by Andrew 
Matthews) 

History  
 

 Mayan civilization Context of World 
War 2 for CS Lewis 
novel 

Local History unit 
focusing on Oldham’s 
role in the Industrial 
Revolution. 

Inventions through 
history. Timeline of 
technology. 

Timeline of natural 
disasters. 
Follies of mankind 
through history 

Geography 
 

Human geography of 
tribes in the S. American 
rainforests 
Physical geography 
including climate zones 
and biomes  

Human and physical 
features of South 
America 
 

Studying features of 
maps and creating 
maps of Narnia 

Study the locality of 
Oldham and its 
geographical position 
in the UK.  Identify 
different land use 
throughout the town. 

Invention of the 
compass and other 
navigational devices 

Study volcanoes, 
earthquakes and 
flooding. 
 

Science 
 

Classifying plants and 
animals focusing on those 
in the rainforest. Life cycles 
and reproduction. 
Habitats. Describe how 
nutrients and water are 
transported in animals. 

Living things 
Impact of diet, 
exercise and drugs on 
human body 

Properties and 
changes of materials 
- Solids, liquids and 
gases 

 Forces – air 
resistance, water 
resistance and 
friction. 
Mechanisms 

Circulatory system 

PSHE Class charter Anti-bullying Wellbeing Differences of opinion Managing feelings Democracy 
Justice system  

PE Netball Gymnastics Dance Games- Hockey Athletics Athletics 



Spanish Places (nouns), food,  Expressions, opinions 
(likes/dislikes) 

Adjectives, infinitive 
verbs (to dance, to 
eat, etc …) 

Tenses (future tense), 
asking questions 

Telling the time, 
relative pronouns 

Conjunctions, 
numbers 30-99 

Art Collage Head dresses/ 
hieroglyphic blocks 

Printing  Drawing/ sketching Studying techniques 
of famous artists 

Watercolours and oil 
pastels 

DT  Create models of 
Mayan pyramids 

 Using textiles to 
weave 

Making own 
inventions 

Enterprise project 

R.E. Judaism Religious celebrations 
Celebrations of light 

Key religious figures Easter and Passover Creation Stories Creation Stories 

Computing Communicating/ 
Presentation 

E-Safety Data retrieving and 
organisation 

Data retrieving and 
organisation 

Algorithms and 
programming 

Using technology 

Music 
Charanga 
Scheme of 
Work 

Don’t Stop Believing – 
Journey 
(rock) 

Bells Ring Out  
Nativity/xmas songs 
(traditional/hymns) 

Classroom Jazz 1 
The Three Note 
Bossa – Ian Grey 
(jazz/ instruments) 

A Tragic Story – 
Benjamin Britten 
(Friday Afternoon 
Songs/ compilations) 
 
Y5 Easter production  

Stop! – Joanna 
Mangona 
(rap) 

Reflect, Rewind and 
Replay 

 
 


